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Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Suzannah Wharf 

Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Students, 

A very warm welcome to the first newsletter of the academic year. I am delighted to be 

able to share with you a small snap shot of what is going on in the school and introduce 

you to the new staff additions to our team. It has been an exciting start to the year with 

the school functioning ‘normally’ and very positively in terms of the high quality of 

teaching and learning that is going on across the school.  

Everyone has been working very hard to ensure that the standards and expectations have been consistently 

high. This is reflected both within the classroom, around the school site and how we expect our students to 

behave within the local community. We are delighted by the fantastic behaviour and positive attitude to 

learning of the vast majority of our students and say a huge well done! On occasions where a same day 

afterschool detention has been put in place I ask that parents/carers support the school in our expectation that 

children attend. I appreciate this can be inconvenient but maintaining high standards and expectations is, 

without exception, in all our students’ best interest. 

We have had a particular push on expecting all our students to complete homework on time. There is plenty of 

support available for the children if they require it with a daily homework club in the library and staff very keen 

to help when needed and asked. On an occasion when students have not met the expectations regarding 

homework students are expected to attend an after-school session of one hour so that this work can be done 

and/or other homework completed under supervision. There is a clear link between young people taking 

responsibility for their learning outside of the classroom and their attainment. I thank all parents/carers for their 

support with this and although inconvenient on occasion it is in children’s best interests to complete all of the 

expected work on time.  

Our clubs and extra-curricular opportunities have 

started off extremely well. The extent of the 

extracurricular provision is simply brilliant and if your 

child is not yet taking part in a club then please 

encourage them to take part. All our programmes 

are published on our website.  

Please do take time to register with e-praise and 

down load the app so you can support your child by 

looking at the number of e-praise points they have 

received, whether they have any accolades given 

and what their homework is. Talking to them about 

what they are learning and testing them on the 

specific knowledge their teachers are asking them to 

learn will really support their progress over time.  

I wish you and your child a restful half term. As always 

please contact the school if there is any aspect of 

your child’s education you wish to discuss. 

 

• 1st November vaccinations for years 7-11 

 

• 4th November – Sixth Form Open Evening for our 

current Year 10 and 11 students 

 

• 10th November – Curriculum enrichment day 

focused on PSHE 

 

• 11th November – whole school Remembrance 

Service and Year 11 Tutor evening 

 

• 18th November – Post 16 Parents Consultation 

Evening 

 

• 25th November Relationships and Sex Education 

Information Evening for Year 7 parents 

 

• 9th December – Year 11 Parent Consultation 

Evening 

•  

• 16th December – Last Day of Term- finishing at 

1.00pm 

 KEY DATES 



 

September saw us welcome some new staff into our community, and we are 

excited to introduce you! 

ISABEL BALBOA 

Learning Coach 

CHRIS MAY 

Teacher of Science 

TOM CHAPLIN 

Head of PE 

AMY FARR 

Teacher of Mathematics 

ELIZABETH HOFFMAN 

Teacher of MFL 

CALLUM LETHARDY 

Teacher of Mathematics 

ABBI STANTON 

Teacher of Science 

COLLEEN SANDERS 

Learning Coach 

SARAH-JAYNE SANDOVER 

Learning Coach 

GINA TYLER 

Teacher of Science 

TASHA WESTLAKE 

Teacher of PE 



 
Calling all creative writers and thinkers!  Creative 

Writing Club runs every week and is the place to be if 

you want to write, talk about and listen to 

stories.  Perhaps you are writing a book and want 

help publishing it.  Maybe you like to create a cast of 

colourful characters or just want a space to think and 

dream.  Join us on Wednesday, Week A and 

Thursday, Week B.  See you there! Miss Kent 

 

GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK RESUMES! 
Year 13 Geographers conducted fieldwork for their investigations 

last week; half the class went to Plymouth city centre to conduct 

urban investigations, the other half went to Dawlish Warren to 

gather data for their coastal or ecosystem investigations. Some 

students at Dawlish Warren were collecting data on psammosere 

profiles (sand dunes!) to see whether they conform to a typical 

‘succession’ model. Needless to say we ended up with our own 

sand dune ecosystems in our shoes after all the measuring! 

 

Year 8 students were also out on Cockington fieldwork earlier this 

term. They were investigating how Cockington Village and 

Country Park maintains its historic and rural identity alongside being a popular tourist 

destination.  

Year 9 student, Ruby, joins our 

wonderful group of 12 Student 

Librarians this month. She has 

completed a year of training 

and has now gained her 

badge, a certificate and a 

batch of epraise points for her 

voluntary work. From now on 

she will carry out duties assisting 

other students in the library with 

homework, finding books and 

with clubs. She will also work on the counter loaning 

out books to students. 

We currently have around 15 students finishing off 

their training. As they complete training and 

become Student Librarians, we will take on a new 

batch of Library Apprentices after October half 

term. Thirty-one students have signed up to help in 

the library which is a lovely reflection of how much 

the children like to come to the library and their 

desire to become student leaders within our school 

community. Thank you to everyone who helps in 

the library and we look forward to working with the 

new recruits shortly. 

STUDENT LIBRARY LEADERS 



 

 

CHESS CLUB 

 

The library chess club is running again this year 

on a Tuesday lunchtime. Open to all ages and 

abilities this is a great club to meet new people 

and learn/improve your chess skills (attendance 

also wins you epraise points)! Over time we 

hope to run tournaments. Thanks to Mr Bere, 

the Student Librarians and the Maths 

Ambassadors for leading this popular club this 

year. 

Jed in Year 10 has recently been incredibly busy boxing, first in August he won at the Riviera Centre in Torquay; this 

qualified him for the next round of the England Boxing National Schools Championships. The quarterfinals took place 

on 19th September in Bristol; again, he boxed brilliantly and won, so this qualified him for Newcastle and the Semi-finals 

of the competition. 

Last weekend Jed travelled to Newcastle with his family and on Saturday he fought in the semi-final, another fantastic 

performance saw him through to the final on Sunday. The final was a close contest, and although he ultimately came 

second, we are all very proud of his achievements and he conducted himself brilliantly throughout the competition. 

Second in the country at his age and weight is so impressive………….well done Jed! 

JED BOXES HIS WAY TO NEWCASTLE FINALS 



 

 

COMMUNITY READING VOLUNTEERS 

 

In normal times (for over four 

years), Teign School students 

have benefitted from members 

of our community giving their 

time to listen to our younger 

students read during their 

reading lessons. We currently 

have some spaces for new 

people to join our team; working 

in a supervised environment with students 

selected by teaching staff in our school library. 

Volunteers do need to apply formally and carry 

out an enhanced DBS/police check (paid for by 

the school). 

 

If you are interested and could give us an hour 

or more of your time each week, then please 

get in touch with Jo Halse (Library Manager) via 

email Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk or call 

her on 01626 883381 during term time to find out 

more. You don’t have to be connected with 

Teign School to get involved with helping our 

young people. Many of our current volunteers 

are retired and live locally or are gaining 

experience of working with young people with a 

view to finding paid work in schools in the future.  

 

Feedback from our volunteers suggests the work 

is very rewarding as you are helping students 

improve an essential life skill needed for success 

now and in the future. 

OUR OTTERS IN DARTMOOR! 

Our Year 7 and 8 students have had a great start to Accelerated 

Reader (AR) this term! Nearly all students have now sat their STAR 

Reading Test, which enables us to guide the student to the best 

reading books for them. With over 17,000 titles in the Library there 

is plenty to choose from! To support Accelerated Reader, these 

students get 20 minutes of reading every day (known as Drop & 

Read) as well as timetabled reading lessons in the Library (Library 

and Learning Resources Centre). Up to half term, we will continue 

to give the Year 7s demonstrations, information and support with 

AR as there is a lot to take in. We have found that when students 

are up and running with the program the reading confidence 

and progress we see is well worth the initial coaching time. 

 

In addition, many students have passed their first book quiz of the 

term (which is the motivational way that Accelerated Reader 

provides feedback to students on their understanding of the 

books they read). These quizzes also gain the student 1 epraise 

point each time they pass a quiz, towards individual and further 

rewards. The student will also be moving towards their term’s 

reading points target (which is recorded in their planner). Those 

who hit their reading targets at the end of this term will also get a 

5 E-praise points and a gift from the Library! 

 

After half term, Year 7 and 8 parents will receive a letter about 

Renaissance Home Connect. This letter contains information 

about how you can access Accelerated Reader information at 

home, such as which quizzes have been taken by your child. You 

need a computer with internet at to access Home Connect and 

we suggest you use Google Chrome rather than Internet Explorer 

to get full functionality. We hope that Home Connect will help 

when you speak to your child about their progress with 

Accelerated Reader at home.  

 

If you have any queries about the Accelerated Reader scheme 

you may want to read the Teign Parents’ Guide to Accelerated 

Reader on our website: 

 

https://www.teignschool.org.uk/875/library 

 

As parents you can also support your child by asking them about 

what they are reading, ensure they take their Accelerated 

Reader reading book to school every day and encourage them 

to read at home every night for around 20 minutes. This in turn will 

support the Accelerated Reader programme and ensure your 

child is as successful as possible with their reading. 

 

If you have any questions about the library, Accelerated Reader 

or your child’s reading do get in touch with me using the email 

address joanne.halse@teignschool.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk
https://www.teignschool.org.uk/875/library
mailto:joanne.halse@teignschool.org.uk


 

CONGRATULATIONS XAVIER! 

The library would appreciate the donation 

of any unwanted greetings cards so that 

they can be turned into free book marks 

for the students. We are also grateful for 

any donations of older children’s fiction 

books, art/craft materials and small gifts 

that can be used as library prizes (such as 

smellies, toys, games). 

REQUESTS FROM THE LIBRARY SCIENCE AMBASSADORS 

 

We have been so proud of our new Science 

ambassadors this year. Ranging from Year 7 

to Year 13 they have supported Science 

staff on open evening by helping the Year 

5s and 6s get excited about Science at 

Teign and being great role models for our 

school! Great job everyone! 

We are so proud to share with you that Xavier Houghton (Year 9) achieved 

the level 3 open water swimming award with Swim England.  

Xavier also won a medal for competing in a 1500m open water swim event at 

Dawlish Warren. He was the youngest competitor of the event. What an 

achievement! 



 

 

AND IN BUSINESS….. 

 

We are so impressed by the quality of work our 

students are producing!  

Well done all! 

At Key Stage 3, students are learning to program using 

Python. We've been making 'chatbot' style programs that 

respond to questions in different ways depending on the 

user responses. In the real world, this represents features on 

phones such as 'Siri' on iPhones. The programs have a 

password/passcode entry system that replicates the type 

of authentication program you would also see on a phone 

or computer. We will be moving on to using WHILE loops, FOR loops, Lists and random 

over the coming weeks. 

 

Students have needed to get back into the 

routines of completing high quality homework so 

reinforce knowledge learnt in class. Homework 

hand in rates have been at an all time high in 

Computing with nearly 100% of students handing 

in top quality homework every week so far. Some 

of the best homework we've seen is in Year 7, 

well done! Here is an example of amazing 

homework  by Harry in Year  7! 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Digital Leaders are  being appointed in Computing. So far Josh in Year 8, Adam 

in Year 11 and Zak in Year 11 have stepped up to this highly sought after role. 

It provides students who are computer whizz kids the opportunity to become the 

student leader in the classroom, sometimes doing 

demonstrations alongside other students and providing 

support at open evenings and events at the school.  

 

A huge thank you to Adam S who helped out the 

Computing Department at the recent open evening.  

DIGITAL LEADERS 



DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 



 
At keystage 3 in Year 7 students have been working through a scheme of work 

that has been developed to enable 

pupils to acquire a range of food skills, 

increasing in complexity and accuracy, 

to cook a range of dishes, safely and 

hygienically. Making dishes such as fruit 

salads, coleslaw, pizza, brownies, marble 

cake and stir-fry dish to mention just a 

couple.  I have been really impressed 

with the way Year 7 students have 

completed and handed in homework 

using the e-praise quizzes set – with the majority students achieving 100% - 

Congratulations to all Mrs Stainer year 7 students for high quality of dishes made 

and great team work in the kitchen. 

A shout out to George M for working 

hard this half of the term and especially 

Liv W for not only producing some great 

final dishes yet also for her level of team 

work and helping supporting others in the 

class. 

 

Year 8 students have worked extremely 

hard with them further developing their 

knowledge and understanding of food. 

Homework has been done on e-praise in 

the form of quiz and recently 100% hand in rate – which only means one thing- 

celebrations.  A huge thankyou to Joe O’Neill who not only produces first class 

dishes is always supporting and helping 

others in class.   

CATERING UPDATE 



 

PRIDE THROUGH SUCCESS AWARDS EVENING 

On the evenings of Wednesday 16th and 17th September, 

Teign staff gathered with invited students and their 

famil ies for our ‘Pr ide Through Success 

Awards’ (celebrating the previous academic year). These 

ceremonies have evolved through the years due to the 

vision of the School’s driven pastoral team.  What began as year 

group celebrations has now moved to an annual event in which the 

school celebrates the fantastic achievements of the students within 

the wider community. This year’s event was organised by Head of 

Year 8, Neil Cripps supported by a team of dedicated Teign staff.  

 

The students nominated were young people for whom excellence, 

resilience and maximum effort are commonplace and who deserve 

to be recognised for their significant achievements. Over 240 awards 

were presented covering a variety of categories. Excellence, effort and progress in every school subject brought 

reward across the year group awards, alongside presentation of ‘Contribution to Sports’, ‘Performing Arts’, ‘Outdoor 

Pursuits’ and ‘Whole School Life’ trophies. Reading cups were an additional category for the Year 7 and 8 cohorts. 

 

Musical interludes were provided by talented Teign Year 8 performer Charlie C (on electric guitar) on 

Wednesday. Thursday’s musicians were Year 9s Ellen M (Voice), Madeleine K(Piano), Lucy J(Guitar) along 

with Y10  Imogen-Celeste W(Voice & piano playing her own 

composition). There were also inspirational speeches from 

Headteacher, Suzannah Wharf and Deputy Heads Andy Goodwin and 

Matt Bakewell.  

 

Teachers got the chance to nominate students within their forms for the Tutor 

Awards and the Headteacher Commendations were won by young people who 

stand out for their outstanding achievements in and outside of school. The 

culmination of the evening was the presentation of the ‘Pride Through Success 

Award’ which went to Kiera M and Maya F in Years 7 and 8 respectively on 

Wednesday and Emma P and Eliya G for Year 9 and 10 on Thursday night. 

 

Head Teacher, Suzannah Wharf commented on the evenings: 

 

“We are so delighted to have been able to run our Pride Through Success Evenings. The Teign School ethos is all about 

celebrating achievements of our students. Recognising their academic commitment and their wider contribution to 

the school community is an important part of our school culture. We have so many talented and inspiring young 

people at Teign who are a credit to their families, our school and the wider community. We are very proud of what 

they are achieving and how they conduct themselves every day. A huge well done to them all!” 



 

 



 

 

SCIENCE & FARM CLUB 
 

We are so excited to be running mixed year group 

clubs again this year. Both Science club and Farm 

club have been well attended with some very 

keen and enthusiastic students. In Science club 

students have been looking at colour chemistry 

and are now planning a Harry Potter themed 

Halloween show for some of their favourite 

teachers! 



YEAR 12 

It was fantastic to welcome our new Year 12 students on Wednesday 8th 

September. After an introductory assembly, students had chance to meet 

their tutor and ask any questions. Teign School then joined Coombeshead 

Academy for a study skills session delivered by Bright Sparks. We were really 

impressed with how students worked with new people and engaged in the 

tasks set. We hope they went away with lots of ideas.  

 

WELCOME BACK YEAR 13 

On Thursday 9th September we welcomed back our Year 13 students. It 

was lovely to see everyone again and after an extended tutor time, 

students were straight back into lessons. Year 13 are already thinking about 

their post-18 options and many are busy drafting their personal statements.  

 

ENRICHMENT OPPORUNITIES 

We are excited to launch our new Enrichment Opportunities booklet. Extra-curricular activities are an 

excellent way for students to distinguish themselves from others, make their personal statement stand out 

and develop personal experiences and skills. Students have the opportunity 

to choose from 28 activities, including volunteering, leadership, academic 

and personal development.  

 

#ROLEMODEL 

This year we are celebrating the #RoleModels in our Sixth Form. The Sixth 

Form are very proud of Harvey who was given an award for outstanding 

contribution to Kingsteignton Football Club 

 

FACEBOOK 

Don’t forget to follow The Sixth Form on Facebook for more news and events.  

 



SPORTS NEWS 

 

NETBALL ROUNDUP! 

YEAR 11 NETBALL GIRLS MAKE THEIR RETURN! 

Back left to right - Macey W, Seren V, Martha 

J, Rosa H, Georgia B Leonie-Mai Wi and 

Jasmine B (Keryn H who left earlier)  

 

Mr Mercy and Miss Westlake had the pleasure 

of taking these girls down to Paignton for their 

first round of the netball central venue league. 

For some of these girls it was their first time 

representing the school for netball. All the girls 

were brave, supportive of one another and as 

always a credit to the Teign community! The 

results didn't go the way we wanted but the 

girls showed their class and glimpses of what 

they can do when on the court as a team! 

Well done girls and thank you! Best wishes the 

PE department. 

NETBALL YEAR 10S CVL 

With a team of 8 involving Mae H, Lucy J, Sophie O, 

Emma K, Alex M-M, Olivia H-B, Erin M and Lucie M 

the team overall won 3 out of their 4 matches. 

In the first match against NAC, the team fought 

hard however lost as we hadn’t found our flow yet 

and the oppositions were very experienced. 

Then in the second match against Stover we came 

back strong and determined for a win therefore 

beating them and taking our first win of the 

tournament. 

Next was our match against St Cuthbert Mayne 

where we came out prepared and ready for the 

match setting us up for a good structure making us 

able to take another win once again. 

Finally was our last match against Brixham where we were  was strong and flowing well as the team 

was gelling amazingly and new combinations working well helping us again take another win. 

In conclusion the team played absolutely incredible winning 3 out of 4 and we can’t wait for more 

fixtures and tournaments. 



SPORTS NEWS 

 

YEAR 9 CENTRAL VENUE LEAGUE 

“Overall I think we played a good set of 

games as it was our first tournament as a 

team, we worked well  together 

communicating across the court, even 

though there was room for improvement I 

think our defending - Isabella, Pheobe, Holly 

and Hannah - was good, we made some 

clean interceptions and good throw ins, 

however we could have stuck to our 

opponents more. Our attacking was also 

good - Olivia, Alannah, Erin and Polly- as we 

got the ball up the court quickly and mostly 

moved into space, however we needed to 

move in front of our defenders to get the ball” 

-Hannah L (Captain) 

“On Tuesday 12th October we went to Paignton hub to play a netball 

tournament the players were Ruby U, Kiera M, Zara B, Charlotte S, Maegan M, 

Charlotte S, Lucie P, Lily-Rose T and Amber H. We won two matches bit 

unfortunately lost two. We think our 

team did really well considering it 

was one of our first tournaments and 

it was our first time playing as a team. 

We worked very well as a team and 

we hope we get to play some more 

tournaments together”. 

- By Ruby (Captain) 


