
teign times 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  

 

This half term has been packed full of examples of our students absolutely 

shining! We have reached the end of November and we finished the month in 

style with a music concert which showcased performances of students from 

Years 9 to 13. It was wonderful to watch the students perform in front of an 

audience, for some of them it was the first time they had done this. What was 

equally as impressive were the number of students who had come to support 

their peers and cheer them on – this was ‘supporting one another’ and 

‘celebrating achievement’- part of our core values and ethos – in action! 

 

This month we celebrated Universal Children’s Day, Show Racism the Red Card, 

Children in Need and Anti-Bullying Week. Our students made us really proud about how they engaged 

in these different initiatives and how they wish to promote the values of charity, tolerance, respect and 

upholding Article 19, protection from violence, abuse and neglect of 

UNICEF’s Right Respecting Schools. Our school ethos promotes a vision of Teign School being at the 

‘centre of the community’ and I was delighted that our students took part in thinking of others and 

charity You can see some of their endeavours within this newsletter.  

 

This year we were able to hold our commemoration of Remembrance Day with the whole school 

gathered on the courts for a service and 2 minute silence with the Last Post.  The students were 

absolutely fantastic and walked onto the courts in silence, showing their respect and 

acknowledgement of the gravitas of the occasion. We were also honoured to be invited to take part in 

the annual Kingsteignton Memorial Parade, Service and Laying of the Wreath Ceremony this year held 

outside St Michael’s Church in Kingsteignton. 

 

Our students have been out and about at the weekends too – with lots of students taking part in Ten 

Tors training and Matilda. A huge thank you to the staff and families who have been working hard to 

make this happen! 

 

As we enter the final few weeks of term I would like to remind parents and carers to continue to support 

your child(ren) by looking at their subject books, use Epraise (downloading the Epraise app) to support 

their homework and give them a big well done for the work they have completed this term and the 

progress they have made.  

 

If your child isn’t yet taking part in a club then please encourage them to do so. 

 

• Thursday 9th December, Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

• Thursday 16th December  – Last Day of term - Non School uniform day for charity and 1pm finish 

 

As always please do not hesitate to get in touch with us if you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s 

education or wellbeing.  

 

We are hugely proud of our students and thank you for the continued support you give the school. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Suzannah Wharf 



Teign School Parent Survey Results 2021 

Thank you for completing the Parent Survey this term. We are delighted that 204 of our parents and carers were able to 

complete the online survey giving us a strong representative sample.  

The results indicate a strong support for the school and the education that is provided for our students 

Areas of strength: 

-90% of parents and carers agree that their child is well looked after in the school  

-91% feel that the school is well led and managed  

-93% of parents and carers agree that their child is well taught 

-90% state that their child is making good progress  

-90% of parents and carers agree that their child is well cared for and safe 

-89% agreed that the school deals well with the concerns raised  

-86% of parents and carers would recommend the school to others) 

-88% agreed that the school makes sure students are well behaved  

Areas for improvement and action: 

-77% agreed that the school ensures that they receive valuable information about their child’s progress  

-83% agreed that their child is happy at school 

-84% of parents and carers agreed that their child receives an appropriate amount of homework for their age  

-84% agreed that the school deals effectively with bullying 

Actions being taken: 

-We are constantly reviewing the information provided in reports each term about progress. This year we are 

changing the format of our reports to reflect what parents tell us. Additionally, we will send an e-praise report 

which will give parents information about their child’s personal development. We recommend that every parent or 

carer attends the annual parent / teacher meeting (now online) to support you with more precise feedback on 

progress and what you child needs to do to improve in each subject. 

-We will be holding an open event in January for parents of Year 7 and 8 who would like to come in and visit the 

school have a tour around, meet key members of staff and learn a liitle more about e-praise, Sparx, supporting 

children with literacy and numeracy and find out more about the extra curricular opportunities. 

-There is continued work that we are doing to support students with their enjoyment of school. We have a strong 

ethos of being kind to one another and ensure that the staff speak to the students empathically and with 

compassion. We are encouraging students to join in with an extra-curricular club and have increased the 

capacity for students to have a voice in school through tutor reps, subject ambassadors, student council and staff 

reps.  

-We will continue to get the voice of parents, students and staff about homework. The school will listen to the 

feedback of parents about how much homework is set at the beginning of year 7 although the majority of parents 

who responded strongly agree or agree with the amount of homework being set. 

-Bullying is an area we continue to focus on and address with students and families within the school. We have 

recently done work within tutorials as part of antibullying week and have an anti-bullying thread weaved 

throughout our tutorial progamme 

 

Some feedback from our parents and carers:  

Overall, I feel that it has been a well organised start to the year. The way that homework is shared through e-praise is 

really useful and we like the little student handbook as it has so much useful  

 

Excellent teaching staff and tutor support during the pandemic. 

A little early to complete this, she has only been there for 5 weeks but she is enjoying it - so a good result. 

 

It is very early days in our son's time at Teign School but we have been very impressed as parents so far and our son has 

settled in really well. Thank you. 

 

Our daughter absolutely loves Teign and is very happy! Thank you for everything you do to make it such a great school 

for her! 

 

All good. Yes the School and all its staff must have had a very difficult 18 months but I think they have done/are doing a 

good job. My son and my daughter are happy and seem to be progressing. 

 

The teachers / staff went above and beyond during the lockdowns. It was a privilege to be able to witness their 

professionalism and commitment during online learning. They were positive, enthusiastic and supportive throughout. I 

admired the imaginative solutions that were used to ensure pupil participation. A special mention to Mrs Halse for 

travellingaround in a “ booktastic bus”. 



 

HARRY POTTER WIZARD SCHOOL 

 

ART CLUB 

Teign School was represented by Mrs Wharf and the Chair of the Student 

Council, Zoe A, on Sunday 14th November for Kingsteignton’s 

Remembrance Parade and service with others from the local 

community taking time to commemorate those individuals who have 

been killed or affected by conflict. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Mrs Gillingwater has been blown away by the talent our Year 7 students are showing in 

Art Club! Here are some examples of their excellent work... 

For Halloween this year 

Science club students 

delivered a Harry Potter style 

presentation to teachers 

inspired by an RSC article. 

The idea was to take the fear 

away from using and naming chemicals by creating 

fun ‘spells’. During this lunchtime event students 

demonstrated how to make potions including 

mermaid tears and troll snot which were in fact 

neutralisation reactions. Students had fun 

experimenting and got to practise their public 

speaking too. 



 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
In Computer Science, students have been studying Computer 

Architecture. This is how a Computer is built and how it makes use of its 

components. Discussions were had about the motherboard, CPU (central 

processing unit), RAM (random access memory), ROM (read only 

memory), GPU (graphics processing unit), heat sink and sockets. Whilst 

learning the theory behind these components, students made a 'paper 

motherboard' using real examples as their inspiration.  

Also, the first Technology farm trip took place on Monday 22nd 

November. Students were immaculately behaved, showing interest, and 

displaying a lot of knowledge about farming. We discovered how farms 

use technology, how the school farm could benefit from CCTV and how 

angry the goose gets when you enter its pen! The large sow (pig) at the 

farm is about to give birth to piglets, so if you want to make a visit, contact 

the school or the farm manager  peter.hearnden@teignschool.org.uk 

-Mr Mason 

mailto:peter.hearnden@teignschool.org.uk


 

 

COMMUNITY READING VOLUNTEERS 

In normal times (for over 

four years), Teign School 

students have benefitted 

from members of our 

community giving their 

time to listen to our 

younger students read 

during their reading 

lessons. We currently 

have some spaces for 

new people to join our team; working in a 

supervised environment with students 

selected by teaching staff in our school 

library. Volunteers do need to apply 

formally and carry out an enhanced DBS/

police check (paid for by the school). 

 

If you are interested and could give us an 

hour or more of your time each week, 

then please get in touch with Jo Halse 

( L i b ra ry  Manager )  v i a  emai l 

Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk or call 

her on 01626 883381 during term time to 

find out more. You don’t have to be 

connected with Teign School to get 

involved with helping our young people. 

Many of our current volunteers are retired 

and live locally or are gaining experience 

of working with young people with a view 

to finding paid work in schools in the 

future.  

 

Feedback from our volunteers suggests 

the work is very rewarding as you are 

helping students improve an essential life 

skill needed for success now and in the 

future. 

 

 

STUDENT LIBRARIANS COMPLET TRAINING 

Congratulations to Year 10 students Madi and 

Chloe on the completion of the Library Training 

Programme. These wonderful students will now 

be helping to train the 30 new library helpers 

who have started volunteering this week. 

LIBRARY LEADERS SIGN UP DAY 

On Wednesday 3rd November a keen group of 

30 students from Years 7 to 10 signed up to 

become Teign’s latest ‘Library Apprentices’. 

They received a the new training programme 

sheet and a goodie bag to reward them for 

getting involved. We already have 10 fully 

trained Student Librarians who assist in most 

aspects of the running of our school library. Now 

these wonderful, competent volunteers will train 

up the new recruits in all the skills needed to 

keep the library functioning.  

The new ‘Apprentices’ will train at lunchtime on 

a set day every week with the Student Librarians 

acting as role models. Mrs Halse will of course 

be on hand to provide support and training as 

required! 

 

mailto:Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk


 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE 

We have had an exciting half term in Science Club involving making sparklers and doing some fire 

writing to celebrate bonfire night. Students have also dissected pheasants and even tried some coding. 

Farm club has been regularly attended and piglets are due very soon! The department also has a new 

club recently started all about Space and Astronomy. 

  

Please come to speak to your Science teachers if you are interested in joining one of these clubs– we 

can’t wait for you to join us!  

SCIENCE EXTRACURRICULAR CLUB NEWS 

Before half term, the chairs of the upper and lower school council met with the senior leadership 

team to discuss our ideas for future development at Teign School. We were able to share our views, 

and in turn the student body’s voice, on many topics including the behaviour system. There was also 

discussion about the queuing systems in the school Canteign, with ideas about shortening the wait 

for food. We hope that, in the future, we will be able to bring change to Teign School, by taking the 

input of every student and giving every idea a chance to be discussed! 

This half term Student Council will be leading year group assemblies during Charity week to share 

information about Edukid (www.edukid.org.uk )our school’s chosen charity and to raise awareness 

about spreading kindness by collecting for homeless at Christmas time.  

http://www.edukid.org.uk


TEACHER’S ARTWORK SELECTED FOR MAJOR LONDON EXHIBITION 

Artwork by Nick Johnson, Head of Art and Photography at Teign School has been 

selected for a prestigious art exhibition on display in London in November The ING 

Discerning Eye annual exhibition opened at the Mall Galleries in London’s West End 

on Thursday evening 11 November and was open until 21 November. 

 

The exhibition is a show of small-scale works independently selected by six prominent 

figures from different areas of the art world: two artists, two collectors and two critics. 

 

The selectors choose both from the publically submitted works and works by 

personally invited artists. Each selector's choice is hung in separate sections to give 

each its own distinctive identity. The impression emerges of six small exhibitions within 

the whole. 

 

The ‘open call’ format provides a rare opportunity for works by lesser-known artists to 

be hung alongside contributions from internationally recognised names. 

 

Nick’s work Untitled, June 22nd 2021 was selected by Russell Tovey, screen and television actor, and also an 

enthusiastic art collector.  

 

“I was so honoured to be asked to be a part of the selecting committee this year. I am a huge advocate for the arts 

and an avid art collector myself, so to be given an opportunity to select and curate from so many amazing varied 

works was so exciting. It's been a tough couple of years for us all and we need the arts now more than ever.”  

Russell Tovey. 

 

You can view the artworks along with information about the exhibition at www.ingdeexhibition.org 

http://www.ingdeexhibition.org


 ANTI-BULLYING WEEK AT TEIGN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teign School Anti-Bullying Ambassadors were at the fore front of the promoting and organising Anti

-bullying week. The students were out with their Anti-bullying signs getting students to show their 

support by having their picture taken.  

The group are simply brilliant and are far braver and more confident than I was at their age - Mr 

Mercy.  

The Ambassadors have some BIG plans for the coming year, a new Anti-bullying & LGBTQ mural is 

in the planning as well as rainbow in June for Pride month! Watch this space and watch out for 

these students standing up and representing the communities!  

Can the link be posted in the newsletter for the video that went on Facebook.. 

https://youtu.be/MS7zzGfx9Dc 

From the 15th to 19th of November Teign celebrated Anti-Bullying Week. This was shown to the 

students through meaningful ‘Do It Nows’ and fun pictures at Wednesday lunch. 

At Wednesday lunch time the amazing anti-bullying ambassadors spent half of their lunch 

voluntarily going around the school with iPads and selfie signs to promote ant-bullying week. The 

signs were Instagram and snapchat cut outs. We had conversations with students and teachers 

about how the signs showed how they were against bullying. The anti-bullying team had lots of fun 

going around getting pictures of staff and students. 

 We as a Teign School community can all agree that we are against bullying and do not stand for 

it with in our school. If you know of bullying, make sure you report it to a trusted teacher to handle 

it. 

- By Lizzie B 

https://youtu.be/MS7zzGfx9Dc


 ANTI-BULLYING WEEK AT TEIGN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti-bullying week saw lots of opportunities for students to engage in 

meaningful & supportive discussions throughout the week. Along with 

sharing their something kind that someone had done for them.  

The students were and are amazing! 



 

A MESSAGE FROM MATHS 

 



Join this global challenge and earn Teign School points on the WWGC leaderboards? So far, 3 members of Teign is Green have achieved 290 
points. The top school in the UK so far has 857 points, so actually, with a bit of help from some more students, we could be right up there!!    

The final live challenge is the 18th November, after which  top 5%of schools from national leaderboards can enter two students each to progress 

to the international final  

For students to join in, go to www.itza.io 

 

Enter Teign is Green class code:             

 

 

 

 

 

Highest Point Scores in SPARX 

Top five students in each year group  

 

Congratulations 

YEAR 
7 

YEAR 

8 

YEAR 
9 

YEAR 
10 

YEAR 
11 

Olivia P Madison B-A Summer W Erin M   
Alfie W 

Eadie E William P Carys B Erin N Emily M 

Thomas D Felix S-J Alannah B Madeleine 
K 

Emilia S 

Evie S Olivia P George F Chloe S Kody Y 

Simon S Alicia V Jack C Mallika W Lilia C 

 

A MESSAGE FROM MATHS 

http://www.itza.io


Staff adapted their ‘Do It Nows’ to focus on discussing racism within society to broaden the students 

understanding and the importance to stand up against such an awful thing! 

 

Students and staff of Teign wore red and displayed the ‘show racism the red card’ posters. Students 

through the voice of our Anti-bullying ambassadors held a non-uniform day with students donating 

money to Show Racism the Red Card charity. The day was a success & well supported! Well-done 

all! 



Teign School staff showing their support for Show Racism the Red card charity 

yesterday by wearing red and displaying posters throughout the school #WRD21 



The Sixth Form Open Evening 

It was fantastic to see so many students and their families at the Sixth Form Open 

Evening. Year 11 students will now be invited to an interview with either the 

Directors of Sixth Form or Mrs Falconer, and will have the opportunity to sample 

Sixth Form lessons. If you have any questions about The Sixth Form or would like an 

application form, please visit our website.  

 
#RoleModels 

We have been extremely proud of our #RoleModel Sixth 

Form students. Below are some examples of their recent 

achievements.  

 

Congratulations to our Year 13 Sixth Form student Shawna B 

who got 4 gold, 2 silvers and a bronze medal at the British 

Tae Kwon Do Championship in Coventry at the weekend. 

She was also awarded with the "Best 

Female at the October 2021 grading" for 

her 3rd Degree Black Belt.  

 

 

The Sixth Form Student Council organised a cake sale at the 

end of term 1. They raised over £80! This money will go to the 

Rowcroft Hospice. Thank you to Mademoiselle Desserts for 

donating amazing cakes.  

 

 

Lots of our Sixth Form students have been taking up the Enrichment Opportunities 

on offer. This includes Gold DofE, volunteering in the library, running sport clubs 

and volunteering in lessons . 

 

 

 

 
Sixth Form dates for the diary: 

• Enrichment Day – 8th December. All students are expected to attend for the 

whole day. 

• Year 12 & 13 PPE – w/c 10th January 

• UCAS convention – Friday 18th March 2022 

 



On the 18th of November 2021, Sixth Form Politics 

students interviewed two former U.S. 

Congressmen. The meeting was organised with 

the goal of providing students with further 

understanding of the current state of US politics 

and its progression since the men were in office. 

For background the two men represented 

conservative states during their varying times in 

the 102nd to 108th Congress; and still identify with 

the opposing parties they were members of. Tim 

Hutchinson is a Republican who represented one 

of the western, Rocky Mountain states- Arkansas- 

in the House of Representatives from 1993- 1997 and in the Senate from 1997-2003. The other congressperson was 

Larry LaRocco who represented southern state Idaho as a Democrat in the House of Representatives from 1991-

1995. 

Correspondingly students themselves did a background check on the former Congresspeople to develop 

beneficial questions. Researching characteristics such as the Congressmen’s schooling, period in office, 

membership of Congressional Committees, ideologies, policies, and other occupations. With this information in 

mind, they created questions that relate to the men as well as current issues, such as, “Do you believe in vaccine 

and mask mandates?” and “With all that has happened in the last few years are you losing faith in the 

Republican party, and do you think the factions can come together to succeed in the next presidential 

election?” To which the men provided answers that show contrast in generational ideology or at least a 

developed perspective on party stereotypes, as both men leaned more moderate when it came to a majority 

of their views. The pair believed in the effectiveness and responsibility in wearing a mask and receiving the 

vaccine and showed disapproval for party polarization and ideological polarization- distinctly in the GOP.  

In response to the event Sixth Formers have positive words. According to students the experience was 

interesting, and as intended, expanded their knowledge on American Politics. One Year 13 said, “It was an eye-

opening experience which was very interesting, and I would recommend to other students to enhance their 

learning in a political way.” another highlighted topics they found educative and relevant to current events, "It 

helped me understand the American Political system in more depth as they spoke about issues like the (US) 

Supreme Court, COP26, and lobbying.”  

As shown the interview with former Congressmen Tim Hutchnson and Larry LaRocco was effective towards the A-

Level Politics curriculum. It should be noted the conference was distinctly pertinent to Year 13 because they are 

currently studying American Politics. The Sixth Formers now have a 

direct understanding (and connection) towards politics outside of 

the UK. Not to mention it was a stimulating opportunity seeing as it 

enabled students to be interactive with their studies. They now 

have applied learning and a practical use of their political 

knowledge. 

- By Lola F and Charlotte A 

 





Ten Tors has got off to a brilliant start 

this year. We have over 70 students 

walking on Dartmoor which is amaz-

ing: well done to everyone who has 

joined us so far. 

We have walked past the dwindling 

reservoir at Meldon - a surprising sight 

considering we are now in the depths of Autumn, so where is the rain? 

We have walked into mist on top of Yes Tor and High Willhays which, de-

spite spoiling the view, gave us ample opportunity to practise naviga-

tion. And next time we will walk into the depths of the moor to the aptly 

named Bleak House: a ruined house perched next to a wild running 

stream. Dartmoor is a place of such rugged and desolate beauty, and 

our students are whole heartedly embracing the experience. 

TEN TORS UPDATE 



SPORTS NEWS 

 

There was good defence from most players but especially Isabella B, Hollie S, Eve C 

and Hannah L. Also, the attackers worked well on getting the ball down to the D eg 

Polly J,Erin T,Esme S and Alannah B and amazing shooting from Amber R. We need to 

work on getting in front of our player and always sticking to them but also we need to 

make and drive into space. We all played really well as a team particularly as we 

have not been playing together for as long as other teams. 

WATER POLO TRIALS 

Just before half term Charlie D in Year 10 attended water polo trials for Devon under 15 and South West England, 

playing up an age group in the under 16s. 

He was selected for both (SW England comprises Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, Wiltshire, Avon and Somerset and 

Gloucester). 

We went to Millfield where he played one game for Devon (their only game). He scored 5 goals and set up 

several more in a convincing victory over Gloucester. He played in goal for both SW victories over Wales and a 

very strong West Mids team which included 6 national academy players. He even saved a penalty in one of the 

games (after conceding it I hasten to add). 

He has been selected to further represent SW England at the regional tournament in Walsall in December. This 

involves all regions in England and the Scottish and Welsh national teams. He has also been selected to go to 

Sheffield the weekend before Christmas to play in the national club championships! What an achievement! Well 

done Charlie and good luck for your upcoming events! 

U16 NETBALL TOURNAMENT 

On Tuesday 16th November, Teign School U16 netball team visited Paignton Hub for an Inter-school netball 

tournament. Our first game was against Coombeshead Academy. We were all eager to get on the court and win 

our first match, which we did. Next we had a tough game against Torquay Girls 

Grammar School. We all battled hard, but with their accuracy at shooting, we weren’t 

able to keep up. Our third game was against a strong and consistent team from 

Newton Abbot College. This is always a good match and one we always want to win, 

but sadly this game was a loss for us despite some incredible performances. We 

showed great team spirit with our encouragement towards each other. Next up, we 

played Kingsbridge School. We were in our stride by this match, showing great ball skills 

and communication skills and this was a good win for us. Following on from our win, we 

were all fired up and played Torquay Academy.  We all played well and dominated 

this match and had a very comfortable win. Our last game of the tournament was 

against Churston Grammar School.  This was a really closely fought match with both 

sides taking the lead at different times. When the final whistle blew, Churston came out 

on top sadly.  

What a great afternoon of netball we had! It was a pleasure to captain the girls for this 

tournament. 

By Seren V (C) 



SPORTS NEWS 

 

YEAR 7 CVL 

Year 7 had their Central Venue league. The 

girls were brilliant! They supported one 

another, ensured everyone was included in 

the games was a great to see how 

independent & mature they were towards 

one another.  

The girls played against a host of local 

scores that saw them win & lose and play 

against some very hardworking teams and 

required plenty of perseverance and 

resilience to keep play.  

 

Mr Mercy who took the girls on fixture was 

incredibly proud of them all and they were 

a delight to give them such a great 

opportunity. They were a credit to our 

school. 

YEAR 8 RUGBY  

The Year 8 Rugby team enjoyed their South Devon Tournament. The boys 

played some great rugby, Harry M led the team as captain and organised 

the team to ensure the rotation players, showing great leadership skills. The 

team gave their all and this saw a mixture of wins and losses. Malakai C led 

the try scoring on the day and was a great leader on the pitch to inspire the 

team in their performances.  

 

Mr Mercy took the team to the 

fixture and was so pleased with the 

boys and their conduct through 

the day. The respect and 

sportsmanship was fantastic, top 

off with some strong performances. 

The team were and are a credit to 

the school. Well done Year 8! 


