Year 9 Options
2019 – 2021

Welcome to Options
At Teign School we wish all our students to succeed and have Pride through their success.
We therefore offer a wide and comprehensive range of courses for students to study
through Years 9 to 11. This is an exciting time for students to start thinking about the courses
they would like to follow at Key Stage 4. The information included in this booklet is designed
to help students pick the right courses for them and for their future. The options are structured
in a way that caters for their individual needs, passions, interests and futures.
We run a three-year GCSE curriculum in order to give greater time to the courses so that the
students are able to engage more deeply and to allow for more creativity and flexibility,
reducing the pressures of assessment and the demands the courses place on students.
Ensuring that students enjoy and foster a love of learning is a central part of our ethos at
Teign School. If students are enthused by their lessons, this in turn will lead to greater
attainment and achievement.
Curriculum
Your child will study a core curriculum of:
– English Literature
– English Language
– Mathematics
– Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
– Beliefs, Values and Citizenship (BVC)
– History or Geography
– Spanish or French
– two open option subjects
All students will take part in non-examination core sport and PE
Further Information
This booklet should be able to answer many of the questions that you may have about your
child’s Option choices. Next term the Options process and guidance will continue through
individual student and parent meetings, as well as the usual Parents’ Evenings.

Please complete the online KS4 Options Form by February 8 th 2019
There is a paper version of the form for you to keep for your own records
To access the KS4 Options Form follow the link on Teign School’s website:
Either
Parent Tab-KS4 Options-Form
Or
Student Tab-KS4 Options-Form

Questions and Answers
How should I choose?
 Think carefully about your strengths and skills, what you really enjoy and any future
ambitions you may have.
 Choose a subject because you enjoy it, not because your best friend does.
 Choose a subject for the subject, not because of the teacher you have; you may
not have the same teacher next year.
What is the English Baccalaureate (EBACC)?
 The English Baccalaureate is not a qualification in its own right – it is a combination
of GCSE subjects, including a language, that offer an important range of knowledge
and skills to young people.
 The Government recommends that the vast majority of young people study the
EBACC in order to give their curriculum a good balance and breadth.
Can I change my mind later?
 It may be possible to change your mind later, but please bear in mind that other
classes may be full within that option block.
 Therefore, think carefully about your choices now.
What is a good balance?
 A good balance means that you have a broad range of subjects to show for your
education. Employers will be especially interested in your achievement within the
core subjects as they demonstrate your ability and your application to studying
challenging subjects.
 Your option choices will provide you with the additional subjects needed for certain
career paths such as the Arts or Technology or to simply add breadth to your core
curriculum.
Will I definitely get the subjects I ask for?
 We will work hard so that you will be able to follow the options of your choice with
guidance and advice from staff to ensure that you are on the path to fulfil future
aspirations.
 This initial choice will help us determine the final option pools, and we will endeavour
to meet the majority of students’ wishes.
 This may not always be possible due to the popularity of some subjects and staffing
constraints.
 Individual meetings with parents and students will give additional advice and
guidance when needed.
Who can help me?
 Your parents, teachers and the careers service will be able to help and guide you
through the process.
 If you are at all unsure during the process, just ask your tutor who will be able to point
you in the right direction.

How do I choose?
Identify the subjects
that you enjoy or like
the sound of

If you are not sure, ask your
teachers how well you are
likely to perform in the
examinations

What are your
strongest subjects?

If these subjects interest you, talk to
the relevant members of staff
Do some research about
those subjects that you
haven’t yet studied at school
YES

Do you have a JOB or a CAREER in mind?

Do some research about
the subjects that you NEED
for this kind of career or will
need to continue studying
at university/higher
education

Get ADVICE from

Your Parents

Your Tutor

Head of Year

Internet Research

Careers Office

NO

Get some HELP

Now CHOOSE YOUR OPTIONS

Useful websites
(links on school website – Students – Options – Useful websites)
www.icould.com
Need some ideas for the future? Some
inspiration on what kind of career might be
right for you? Take the Buzz Quiz to find out
your personality type, what you are like
and what you could do
 Read the article “Choosing your
GCSE Options”
 Watch the Video “How choices at
14 can affect your future”
 Can’t decide – “Tactics for
making decisions”

www.bit.ly/HHLAtf
This is a short link to the Job Profiles section of the
National Careers Service website where you can
find information on over 750 jobs and make sure you
study the right subjects

www.careerpilot.org.uk
Help and support for young people in the South West about their choices at 14, 16 and 18,
advice, money matters and job profiles

Thinking ahead to 6th Form
When you sit down to pick your GCSE options, think very carefully about the choices you
make. Think about the things that matter to you – the subjects you enjoy, the options you
have always wanted to choose, or simply the lessons that you can see yourself achieving
highly in over the next two years. Get as many opinions as you can. Speak to the subject
staff in detail about what you are thinking. Speak to other students who have chosen these
subjects before you. Speak to friends and family about their experiences in these areas.
Then take all of that and make the decision that is best for you and what you would like for
your future.
Consider also what these choices will mean for your future beyond the next two years.
Consider the opportunities and pathways it could open up for you in terms of further or
higher education, because after you have made those choices and successfully
completed Year 11, you have another big decision to make about what you do next.
For your Post 16 education we hope that you choose to stay at
Teign and become a Sixth Form student here with us. Templer 6th
Form is a vibrant, committed and inclusive community within the
school you already know well. We offer an extremely rich,
diverse and varied programme of study where we aim to meet
the needs of every one of our students.
If you choose to stay here, you will be part of a Sixth Form that values its students and helps
them to fulfil their potential and achieve highly. Whether preparing you for University, further
education or the wider world of work, we do everything we can to help you achieve the
goals you set for yourself.
Should you feel the need to discuss future opportunities with us an any time, please contact
the Sixth Form Team Co-ordinator, Liana Gaston on 01626 882825 or email
liana.gaston@educationsouthwest.org.uk. We look forward to seeing you in a few years’
time, fresh from your GCSE successes ready to continue your education here at Templer
Sixth Form – good luck with your options; we wish you the best of success.

6th Form Team:

Head of Post-16 – Ms R McClymont
Head of Year – Mrs M Wills
6th Form Team Co-ordinator – Mrs L Gaston

Beliefs, Values and Citizenship
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus:

GCSE Religious Studies
(either Full Course Specification A or Short Course)

Course Content
Students engage in studying a range of ethical issues including areas
such as Matters of Life, Relationships, Crime and Punishment and Peace
and Conflict. The aim of the course is to ensure that students are able to
evaluate ethical issues and use reasoned arguments to express their own views, whist
comparing them with the beliefs of others. Students will focus on the religions of Christianity
and Islam, including the key beliefs and practices of each religion.
Course Skills
The course is designed to be both relevant to students’ lives and enjoyable to study. The
wide range of topics covered provides an opportunity for students to develop their
individual strengths and interests, as well as enhance their knowledge of and contribution
to wider society.
The course also develops a breadth of critical thinking which enhances personal
development and an awareness of global issues. Specific skills that are developed include
an understanding and explanation of different viewpoints; the ability to evaluate and solve
problems; effective communication skills; debating and presenting research.
Templer 6th Form
At A Level we offer both Politics and Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics) which develop
the skills of explaining and evaluating different points of view at a higher level. This further
enhances an understanding of contemporary society and ensures an ability to critically
analyse both ideas and actions.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
This course equips students for a great number of career areas as it develops much soughtafter skills. Specific careers paths may include education, medicine, the armed forces, the
civil service and social research.
For further information, please contact
Ms R McClymont - Leader of Department

GCSE English Language
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus: 8700
Course content
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
Section A: Reading
One unseen literature fiction text
Section B: Writing
Descriptive or narrative writing
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
Section A: Reading
One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text
Section B: Writing
Writing to present a viewpoint
Course Skills:
 read, with good understanding and fluency, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th
and 21st centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction;
 read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts;
 summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts;
 use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve own writing;
 write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately;
 use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately;
 acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of
grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken
language;
 listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English
effectively.
Templer 6th Form
We run two popular A Level courses:- A Level English Language and A Level English
Literature.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
English is an essential qualification to hold in order to access all avenues of further
education.
For further information, please contact
Ms E Snape - Leader of Department

GCSE English Literature
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus: 8702
Course content
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Nineteenth Century Novel
Section A: Shakespeare
Students will answer one question on “Macbeth”. They will be required to write in detail
about an extract from the play as well as writing about the play as a whole.
Section B: Writing
Students will answer one question on “The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde”. They will
be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel as well as writing about the
novel as a whole.
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
Section A: Modern texts
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on “An Inspector Calls”.
Section B: Poetry
Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper
and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster - Power and Conflict.
Section C: Unseen poetry
Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this
poem with a second unseen poem.
Course Skills
In studying the set texts, students should have the opportunity to develop the following skills:
Reading comprehension and reading critically:
 literal and inferential comprehension;
 critical reading;
 evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features;
 comparing texts.
Writing:
 producing clear and coherent text;
 writing effectively about literature for a range of purposes;
 accurate Standard English;
 accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar.
Templer 6th Form
We run two popular A-Level courses:- A Level English Language and A Level English
Literature.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
English is an essential qualification to hold in order to access all avenues of further
education.
For further information, please contact
Ms E Snape - Leader of Department

GCSE Mathematics
Mathematics
Examination Board: Edexcel(1MA1)
Syllabus:
Course content
Number (15 - 25%)
Algebra (20 - 30%)
Ration, Proportion and Rates of Change (20 - 25%)
Geometry and Measures (15 - 20%)
Statistics and Probability (15%)
Course Skills
1) Using and applying standard techniques (40 - 50%)
 Mathematical routines
 Correct notation
 Recall facts anddefinitions
2) Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically (25 - 30%)
 Draw conclusions from mathematical information
 Construct chains or reasoning and proofs
 Assess the validity of a mathematical argument
3) Solve Problems (25-30%)
 Make and use connections between different areas of maths
 Translate problems into a process/series of mathematical processes
Templer 6th Form
We offer A Levels in Mathematics and Further Mathematics.
Enrichment
UK Mathematics Challenge for highest sets
Opportunities for STEM enrichment in collaboration with Science and Technology.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
Mathematics is an important GCSE for many careers and further/higher education
opportunities. A strong Mathematics GCSE can be a pathway for studying a number of
areas such as Mathematics, Sciences, Psychology, Economics, Engineering or Computer
Science (the list could go on!).
Mathematics GCSE also provides skills that are relevant for a number of vocational courses
and careers as it demonstrates that you are able to think numerately and solve problems
using logic.
For further information, please contact
Mr K Butler - Leader of Department

GCSE Combined Science
Mathematics
Examination Board:
OCR Combined Science A (Gateway Science) (J250)

Course content:
Full course details, including topic level content can be found at:
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-gateway-science-suite-combined-science-aj250-from-2016/
Students will begin studying GCSE Science at the beginning of Year 9. This is an equal mix
of Biology, Chemistry and Physics which leads to a qualification worth two GCSEs. This is a
demanding course and excellent preparation for studying all A Level Science subjects,
should the required entry grade be achieved. Embedded throughout each topic are
opportunities for students to develop their practical skills which will also be assessed in the
external written exams at the end of Year 11. Students are required to sit six exams (lasting
1 hour 15 minutes each) at the end of Year 11 to determine their final grade – 2 Biology, 2
Chemistry and 2 Physics.
Assessment for progress and homework
Throughout Years 9, 10 and 11, students will have mid-term and end of topic tests and a
mock examination according to the whole school calendar. In Years 9, 10 and 11, students
will be set one piece of homework each fortnight for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The
type of task set will vary and will aim to help students develop scientific skills as well as
knowledge and understanding and recall of the content.
Students are encouraged to purchase and regularly use Revision Guides matched to their
courses. These can be purchased using ParentPay and then collected from the Science
office.
Students will be provided with a Kerboodle login which gives them access to the online
textbook and other resources that will supplement and help consolidate their learning away
from the classroom and encourages students to become more independent learners.
Templer 6th Form
Combined Science offers excellent preparation for A Level Sciences providing the required
entry grade is achieved. Students can also apply for BTEC Applied Science which is
equivalent to one full A Level.
For further information, please contact
Mr M Sims - Leader of Department

GCSE Art and Design: Fine Art
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus & Number 8202
Course Content:
Fine art practice is defined here as the need to explore an idea, convey
an experience or respond to a theme or issue of personal significance.
60% of Marks are given for the Portfolio
40% of Marks are given for the Externally Set Assignment
Component 1 - Portfolio: Each student must select and present a
portfolio representative of their course of study. The portfolio must include both:
1. A sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme, task or brief
evidencing the journey from idea(s) to the realisation of intentions. This will give
students the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative response,
their ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or
understanding from across their course of study.
2. A selection of further work resulting from activities such experiments; skills-based
workshops; mini and/or foundation projects; responses to gallery, museum or site
visits; independent study and evidence of the student’s specific role in any group
work undertaken.
Work selected for the portfolio should be presented in an appropriate format and could
include: mounted studies, sketchbooks, visual diaries, journals, design sheets or 3D models.
In all projects students have to cover the four assessment objectives worth 24 marks each
to a total of 96 Marks:
AO1: Developing Ideas through investigations
AO2: Refine Ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate media
AO3: Recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions
AO4: Presenting a personal and meaningful response
Component 2 - Externally Set Assignment: AQA will provide a separate externally set
assignment for each title, each with seven different starting points. Students must select and
respond to one starting point from their chosen title. The externally set assignment provides
students with the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative response, their
ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and understanding in response
to their selected starting point.
Externally set assignments will be available to students from 2 January.
A preparation period of approximately 10 to 12 weeks can begin on or after 2 January and
is followed by 10 hours (Exam Time) of supervised unaided work in which students are
required to realise their intentions. Students must not undertake any further preparatory
studies once the first period of supervised time starts.

Templer 6th Form
This subject is a good route through to our A-level Fine Art, Photography and Digital
Illustration courses.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
This subject is also a good route through to Art College where you can follow a foundation
course or direct entry to a degree after A Level. This sort of qualification would be useful in
the Creative industries of Architecture, Graphic Design, Digital Media, Animation, Fashion,
Textiles and Industrial and Product Design.
For further information, please contact:
Mr N Johnson – Leader of Department

GCSE Art and Design: Photography
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus & Number 8206
COURSE CONTENT: Photography is defined here as the practice of
producing images using light-sensitive materials such as photographic
film, or digital methods of development and production to create static or moving images.
60% of Marks are given for the Portfolio
40% of Marks are given for the Externally Set Assignment
Component 1 - Portfolio: Each student must select and present a photographic portfolio
representative of their course of study. The portfolio must include both:
1. A sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme, task or brief
evidencing the journey from idea(s) to the realisation of intentions. This will give
students the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative response,
their ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or
understanding from across their course of study.
2. A selection of further work resulting from activities such experiments; skills-based
workshops; mini and/or foundation projects; responses to gallery, museum or site
visits; independent study and evidence of the student’s specific role in any group
work undertaken.
Work selected for the portfolio should be presented in an appropriate creative format and
could include: mounted photographic imagery, sketchbooks, visual diaries, journals,
presentation sheets, design proposals, installations or 3D models.
In all projects students have to cover the four assessment objectives worth 24 marks each
to a total of 96 Marks:
AO1: Developing Ideas through investigations
AO2: Refine Ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate media
AO3: Recording ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions
AO4: Presenting a personal and meaningful response
Component 2 - Externally Set Assignment: AQA will provide a separate externally set
assignment for each title, each with seven different starting points. Students must select and
respond to one starting point from their chosen title. The externally set assignment provides
students with the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative response, their
ability to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and understanding in response
to their selected starting point.
Externally set assignments will be available to students and teachers from 2 January.
A preparation period of approximately 10 to 12 weeks can begin on or after 2 January and
is followed by 10 hours (Exam Time) of supervised unaided work in which students are
required to realise their intentions. Students must not undertake any further preparatory
studies once the first period of supervised time starts.

Templer 6th Form
This subject is a good route through to our A-level Photography course.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
This subject is also a good route through to Art College where you can follow a foundation
course or direct entry to a degree after A Level. This sort of qualification would be useful
in the Creative Industries of Graphic Design, Fashion, Digital Media, Film, Animation and
Photo-Journalism.
For further information, please contact:
Mr N Johnson – Leader of Department

GCSE Business Studies
Exam Board: Edexcel
Syllabus and number: GCSE Business 1BS0
Is this the right subject for me?
If you enjoy
 communicating and explaining your ideas;
 thinking creatively and making decisions;
 working with numbers to solve business problems;
 learning about the world of business through real and relevant local and international
brands.
then the GCSE Business course is the right subject for you.
Business Studies has always been an important subject for students. Our economy is
under-pinned by small businesses employing between one and five people and
providing goods and services. There are thousands of small businesses around the
South West and they all help to support the economy and ensure there are future jobs
available.
Business Studies has become a well-regarded qualification and has increased in
popularity over the last five to ten years. There are many programmes on TV that have
helped encourage young people to become entrepreneurs and small business
owners.
Course content



Theme 1: Investigating a small business
Theme 2: Building a business

Each theme will cover the four main functions of a business: Marketing, Finance,
People and Production.
Assessment



Theme 1: 90 minute exam 50%
Theme 2: 90 minute exam 50%

Both contain multiple choice, calculation, short-answer and extended-writing questions.
Templer 6th Form:
Within the 6th Form collaboration there will be an opportunity to study Business Studies.
For further information, please contact:
Mr M Wagner– Leader of Department

GCSE Computer Science
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus: Computer Science 8520
Assessment Method: Written Exams – 2 papers, 100% Examination
Why Choose Computer Science?
This GCSE is the first step into a huge range of amazing careers including Game
Development, Programmer, Cyber Security Expert, Mi6 Agent, Forensic Scientist, Teacher,
Web Designer, RAF Pilot to include just a few. There has never been a better time to get into
Computing as the scope for gaining an excellent job that is very well paid has never been
better. Alongside the course, vital IT skills are also taught in which will equip you for later life,
out of school.
We live in a digitised, computerised, programmable world, and to make sense of it we need
computing. Computing has an immense impact on modern life. We are all exposed to the
internet and digital devices and many of us use these on a daily basis. Computing is the
study of how computers and computer systems work, and how they are constructed and
programmed. It links well with many other subjects, including Technology, Mathematics,
Design and Science.
Computing students learn logical reasoning, algorithmic thinking, design and structured pr
oblem solving, all valuable and transferrable skills.
The Course is split into three units:1. Paper 1:
Computational thinking and problem solving (50%). A written exam assessing subject
content 1 – 4 and problem solving.
2. Paper 2:
Computer Systems, Networks and Security (50%). A written paper assessing the
theoretical aspects of the course, particularly subject content 3 - 7.
3. Non-Exam Assessment Unit:
Using knowledge and skills gained throughout the course to solve a practical
programming problem which is taken over 20 timetabled hours in Year 11.
Course Skills - this qualification aims to:
 Teach logic and problem solving skills;
 Students gain awareness of the resources required to implement and deploy a
solution, and how to deal with real-word and business constraints;
 Enhance employability within the Computing Sector.
Templer 6th Form - A Level Computer Science / Level 3 BTEC IT
Careers, Further and Higher Education
Leads to Computer Science at A Level or degree level and potential jobs in the following
sectors; Game Developer, Teaching, Engineering, Software Developer, Computer
Hardware Engineer, Computer Network Architect, Web Developer, Information Security
Analyst, Computer Programmer
For further information, please contact: Mr C Mason – Subject Leader for ICT

Cambridge Nationals in Creative Media
Examination Board: OCR
Syllabus: J807, J817, J827
Assessment Method: External and Internal Assessment

Course content
Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia are media sector-focused, including film, television,
web development, gaming and animation, and have IT at their heart. They provide
knowledge in a number of key areas in this field from pre-production skills to digital
animation and have a motivating, hands-on approach to both teaching and learning.
Cambridge Nationals deliver skills across the whole range of learning styles and abilities,
effectively engaging and inspiring all students to achieve great things.
The course is split into Mandatory and Optional units.
The Mandatory units are R081- pre-production skills (a written paper) and R082 - creating
digital graphics (an internally moderated task).
Two more option units are to be taken that include developing digital games, creating
interactive multimedia products and creating 2D and 3D digital characters just to name a
few.
Individual units will be graded and the overall grade will be graded as Pass level 2 (C grade),
Merit Level 2 (B grade), Distinction Level 2 (A grade) and Distinction* (A* grade). There
is also the possibility of students gaining a Level 1 Pass, Merit or Distinction.
Course Skills
The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip learners with a range of creative
media skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills
such as research, planning and review, working with others and communicating creative
concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, learners will ultimately be creating fitfor-purpose creative media products. The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will also
challenge all learners, including high attaining learners, by introducing them to demanding
material and techniques; encouraging independence and creativity and providing tasks
that engage with the most taxing aspects of the National Curriculum.
Templer 6th Form
Level 3 BTEC IT
Careers, Further and Higher Education
Enter employment at an operational level or continue into Further Education
For further information, please contact:
Mr C Mason – Subject Leader for ICT

GCSE Design and Technology
Examination Board: Edexcel
Syllabus & Number: GCSE Design and Technology - 1DT0
Course: The new Design and Technology GCSE qualification is
modern and relevant, so students can learn about contemporary
technologies, materials and processes, as well as established
practices.
The GCSE places greater emphasis on understanding and applying design processes.
Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve
real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.
Assessment: 50% non-exam assessment (practical controlled assessment of 40 hours), 50%
1 hour 45 minutes written exam covering technical knowledge.
Course Content: The course will cover a wide range of core topics such as:

new and emerging technologies;



energy storage and generation;



materials and their working properties;



modern and smart materials;



systems approach to designing;



mechanical devices;



the work of well-known designers and movements;



environmental and social issues;



designing and making principles.

The students will also cover workshop skills, work with a variety of materials and tools, and
use CAD (2D and 3D) to design and prototype ideas.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
This GCSE course could lead into further study to AS/A2 level Design & Technology Product
Design.
Possible Careers: Product Designer, Engineering Maintenance Technician, Engineering
Heating Engineer.
For further information, please contact:
Mr M Wagner - Leader of Department or Mr B Coultous - Subject teacher

GCSE Drama
Examination Board: WJEC/Eduqas
Specification: GCSE DRAMA
Overview: GCSE Drama is an exciting, inspiring and practical
course that promotes involvement in and enjoyment of drama, as
performers and designers. Additionally, it provides opportunities to
attend live theatre performances and to develop skills as informed and
thoughtful audience members. The course is delivered by Mr and Mrs
Churchill who are both Drama Specialists, and between them have over 30 years of
experience teaching GCSE Drama.
Component 1: Devising Theatre (Internally Assessed - 40% of the Qualification)
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners participate in the creation,
development and performance of a piece of devised theatre using either the techniques of
an influential theatre practitioner or a genre, in response to a stimulus set by the board. Learners
must produce:
 A realisation of their piece of devised theatre
 A portfolio of supporting evidence
 An evaluation of the final performance or design
Component 2: Performing from a Text (Externally Assessed - 20% of Qualification)
Learners will study two extracts from the same play and will participate in a performance
using sections from both extracts. Learners will be assessed on acting or design.
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre (Written Examination, 90 Minutes, 40% of Qualification)
Section A: Learners will answer a series of questions of their set text ‘Hard to Swallow’ by
Mark Wheeller. In preparation, learners are encouraged to study their chosen text
practically as a performer, designer and director.
Section B: Learners will answer one question from a choice of two, requiring analysis and
evaluation of a given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the course.
Course Skills: As well as acting and design skills, learners must demonstrate that they can
research, work well in a group, manage their time effectively, reflect upon and evaluate
their own work (and that of others) and analyse live productions. Because the course is so
varied, no two lessons are the same, and homeworks are similarly diverse. Drama is not an
easy GCSE, but is extremely rewarding, and students can expect to gain much in terms of
self-confidence and communication skills, as well as developing their knowledge and
understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed.
Templer 6th Form: We offer AS/A Level Drama and Theatre using the WGEC/Eduqas
specification. We also offer 6th Form drama students the opportunity to direct aspects of
extra-curricular work, lead drama clubs, assist Lower School lessons and take part in the
School Production as either a performer or backstage.
Careers, Further and Higher Education: Universities and employers look favourably upon
students who can demonstrate a wide range of skills; Drama can contribute much towards
creating a ‘well-rounded individual’ for those who are prepared to work hard at it. It does,
however, demand a sensitive and considered approach as the success of group work
depends upon the concentration and commitment of every student.
For further information, please contact: Mrs F Churchill – Leader of Department

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus & Numbers:
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE - 8585
The new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
specification aims to equip students with an array of
culinary techniques, as well as knowledge of nutrition,
food traditions and kitchen safety.
We hope it will inspire and motivate the students, opening their eyes to a world of career
opportunities, and giving them the confidence to cook with ingredients from across the
globe.
Assessment: 50% exam
 50% NEA (split NEA1 15%, NEA2 35%)
Course Content:
The course will focus on five areas of skills – Food Nutrition and Health, Food Science, Food
Safety, Food Choice and Food Provenance.
There will be a written exam of one hour and 45 minutes which counts towards 50% of the
GCSE. As well as the written exam, there are two non-exam assessments:Task 1 – Food investigation
 Students’ understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical
properties of ingredients
Task 2 – Food preparation assessment
 Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single
period of no more than three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved.
Templer 6th Form
Related A Levels and Vocational courses are offered by the Templer 6th Form.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
The GCSE can lead into further study at Post 16 into GCEs or a variety of vocational courses.
It provides progression opportunities into other qualifications within the same area and a
large range of careers within the food and catering industry.
For further information, please contact:
Mr M Wagner– Leader of Department

GCSE Geography
Examination Board: AQA
Course content:
Living with the physical environment
The challenge of natural hazards
Physical landscapes in the UK
The living world
1 hour 30 minute examination - 35% of GCSE
Challenges in the human environment
Urban issues and challenges
The changing economic world
The challenge of resource management
1 hour 30 minute Examination - 35% of GCSE
Geographical applications
Issues
Evaluation
Fieldwork
Geographical skills
1 hour 15 minute Examination - 30% of GCSE
Course Skills: We believe that you should take Geography because it helps you to: understand the environment at local and global scales;
 know your world through fieldwork;
 make wise decisions that balance the environment and development concerns;
 develop a wide range of skills such as presenting arguments and map skills;
 use computers and other technology for analysis/presentation;
 understand other cultures in the UK and throughout the world;
 know where places are in the world.
“Geography is one of those richly comprehensive subjects whose relevance is all around us.
Where we come from, what we do, what we eat, how we move about and how we shape
our future are all directly the province of the geographer. More than ever we need the
geographer’s skill and foresight to help us learn about our planet, how we use it and how we
abuse it.”
Michael Palin, President of the Royal Geographical Society
Templer 6th Form: we offer A Level Geography
Careers, Further and Higher Education: Geography is a sound and well-respected
qualification because of the range of transferable skills it offers. That means that the skills
are useful in many different situations and for most careers. It is a well regarded subject
by all employers and universities.
For further information, please contact:
Mrs J Miller - Leader of Department

GCSE History
Examination Board: OCR
Syllabus: History B, Schools History Project
Course content
Crime and Punishment
This study will explore the impact of big changes over time, covering a range of topics from
witchcraft to whipping posts; from capital punishment to Jack the Ripper. Other issues will
be investigated too. What role did the church play in punishment? Why were things so
different for the rich and poor? And how did we end up with the justice system we have
today?
The Norman Conquest, 1065 – 1087
This unit will investigate the Norman Conquest learning about how William established
control over his new kingdom, crushing uprisings by starving his enemies in the North and
publicly blinding them in Exeter, as well as building castles across the land.
History Around Us – The Tower of London
This aspect of the course will involve a site study investigating how it has changed and
developed over time. We have chosen the Tower of London to link with our Crime and
Punishment and Norman Conquest units. As part of this course, we will visit the Tower – one
of the UK’s most amazing historical sites.
Living under Nazi Rule, 1933 – 1945
As part of this unit you will investigate how Hitler established his dictatorship and why the
policies of the Nazi Party appealed to so many German people. You will study the key role of
the SS and the Gestapo in controlling Germany. You will discover how propaganda was used
to brainwash people and understand why thousands of boys and girls flocked to join the Hitler
Youth.
The Making of America, 1789 – 1900
You will discover how a new society was born in this ancient land and the tensions that have
arisen as the result of its rapid rise from the negotiations with Native Americans, through the
horrors of slavery, to the bloody battles of the Civil War.
Course Skills
This course builds on the skills that you developed in Key Stage 3. You will be examined in
your essay writing, recall of information and ability to use and interpret sources.
Templer 6th Form
We run a very popular A Level course with a track record of excellent results.
Enrichment
As part of the course, you will have a day trip to London, visiting the Tower of London and
the fantastic London Dungeons. There will also be the opportunity to take part in the
Normandy Residential, exploring the sites and events of the D-D landings.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
History is a sound and well-respected qualification because of the transferable skills that it
develops. Critical thinking and communicating ideas effectively, for example, are skils that
are highly valued by employers. As a result, qualifications in History can be a springboard
to a wide range of careers with opportunities in, amongst others, journalism, law and
education.
For further information, please contact - Mr T Lea - Leader of Department

Level 2 Technical Award in Land Based Studies (LBS)
This qualification is equivalent to one full GCSE
Examination Board: City and Guilds
Syllabus:
Unit number
201
202
203

Unit title
Exploring the use of land
Application of Science in the land based
sector
Application of technology in the land
based sector

Course content
You will explore how historical land use and management has changed from a greater
emphasis on food production to an emphasis on sustainability, environmental management
and public access. You will find out how Science plays a major role in the modern land
based sector by investigating different parts of the industry, roles of plants/crops and
animals, whilst considering the importance of biosecurity.
The course will be delivered in a practical way, making full use of the fantastic resources
around us, including the school farm, local organisations, businesses and our amazing
countryside. You will develop practical skills and knowledge associated with the Land
Based sector, including animal husbandry and estate management.
Assessment
Synoptic Assessment: A typical assignment brief could be for students to investigate an area
of land and use problem solving skills to explain how it might be managed with regard to a
range of different objectives. Learners will explore how land use has changed over time,
the organisations and allied services that use the land, and how technology and innovation
could be used. Students will make recommendations as to how the land might be
developed and improved. (60%)
External Exam: The external assessment will draw from across the full content of the
qualification, using a range of shorter questions to confirm breadth of knowledge and
understanding. Extended response questions are included, giving candidates the
opportunity to demonstrate higher level understanding. (40%)
The final grades for this qualification range from Distinction* to Pass
Templer 6th Form
City and Guilds Land Based Studies students have the skills wells suited to BTEC Level 3
Applied Science.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
Students who take LBS can go into related courses of Apprenticeships at colleges such as
Bicton, South Devon, Bridgewater (Paignton Zoo) and Duchy College. It particularly
supports an interest in animal care, agriculture, conservation, arboriculture, equine studies
or horticulture.
For further information, please contact – Mr M Sims – Leader of Department

GCSE French, GCSE Spanish – Modern Languages
Examination Board: AQA
Syllabus & Number: French 8658,

Course content
The GCSE course is assessed as follows:
Speaking:
25% (final oral exam)
Reading:
25% (final exam)

Spanish 8698

Writing:
Listening:

25% (final exam)
25% (final exam)

The course aims to improve and deepen student’s knowledge of the language, as well as
increase their awareness of the country and culture.
The GCSE course content covers three themes:
1. friends & family, technology in everyday life, free time activities, customs & festivals;
2. home & local area, local issues, global issues, travel and tourism;
3. lessons, school, future studies and the world of work.
We strongly advise students to continue to do the language that they have been doing in
Years 7 and 8. If a student wishes to change language, they should speak to their languages
teacher as a matter of urgency.
Course Skills:
During the course you will: have the opportunity to take part in an exchange or other trip to France or Spain;
 develop and extend all four skills to communicate successfully in another language
– listening, speaking, reading and writing using language that is relevant to you;
 develop skills that are important in all areas of life such as memorisation, problem
solving, good communication, team work and independent learning;
 learn how to cope with unpredictable situations that may arise when abroad by
communicating in another language;
 understand and discuss issues and opinions about real and current events;
 use authentic resources to support your learning.
Templer 6th Form
Both languages are taught at A level at Templer 6th Form
Careers, Further and Higher Education
In the current global economy, a GCSE in a language is an impressive qualification for
colleges, universities and employers and is a requirement for some higher education
courses. There is a wide variety of possible careers at all levels which require languages,
and generally salaries for people with language skills are higher as these are very sought
after skills. In the current highly competitive world, a GCSE in a language will put you in a
good position when you apply for jobs or higher education. Whatever future plans you may
have, having a language will give you a competitive edge compared to those who do not.
Above all, learning a language at any level will never limit your options; it will always increase them
and open more doors and give you more choices.
For further information, please contact – Mr P Rose – Leader of Department

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Music Practice
Examination Board: Pearson
Specification: BTEC Level1/2 Award in Music Practice (603/2973/7)
Overview
With the new BTEC Tech Award in Music, students learn about the various music products,
develop valuable skills and techniques in music creation, performance and production,
and explore potential careers in the industry. As the BTEC Tech Award in Music is a practical
introduction to life and work in the industry, students can explore the sector while: developing skills, including teamwork, leadership and communication;
 developing and presenting music to a brief;
 analysing, evaluating and enhancing their learning.
The course has two internally assessed components, and one that is assessed externally:
Course Content:
Component 1: Exploring the Music Industry (30% of total marks)
Aim: explore musical styles and techniques, and gain an understanding of roles in the
industry Assessment: internally assessed assignments
During Component 1 students will: explore different styles and genres of music;
 take part in practical workshops to understand the music creation process;
 learn about the different roles within the music industry;
 investigate relationships between different areas of the music industry.
Component 2: Developing Musical Skills Music (30% of total marks)
Aim: develop musical knowledge, skills, and techniques and apply them to a music product
Assessment: internally assessed assignments
During Component 2 students will: reflect on their progress, and on areas for improvement;
 choose a job role and explore the skills needed to fulfil it;
 develop a range of skills;
 apply skills and techniques in a music performance, creation or production.
Component 3: Responding to a Musical Brief (40% of total marks)
Aim: put skills into practice by responding to a brief as a composer, performer or producer
Assessment: externally assessed task
During Component 3 students will:  choose an area of the industry that excites them (composer, performer, or
producer);
 explore the brief and come up with possible responses and ideas;
 use relevant resources, skills and techniques to develop and refine musical material;
 present their final response (solo or in a group);
 review and reflect their approach to the brief and their final outcome.
Careers, Further and Higher Education
After completing the course, students can continue on to further vocational and academic
study at Level 2 and Level 3, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships. The transferable
skills students master during their studies such as self-reflection, communication, teamwork
and problem solving will also support their progress.
For further information, please contact – Mrs H Epps, Subject teacher

GCSE PE
Qualification Title:
Syllabus Number:

AQA GCSE Physical Education
8582

GCSE PE is about enjoying and developing different roles
within sport. Students will learn about the makeup of an elite
performer, how to improve themselves as performers, and
the importance of leading a healthy and active lifestyle.
GCSE PE covers all aspects of sport, including sport science,
psychology and the current issues and developments
If you excel in at least one sport, are technically very able at a variety of other sports and
have a strong level of health and fitness plus a determination to succeed in both coursework
and exams, then this course if for you.
Course Content and Assessment:
Practical (40%) – practical performance is assessed in three different physical activities in
the role of player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third
in either a team or in an individual activity). For each of their three activities, students’ skills
will be assessed in progressive drills (10 marks per activity) and in the full context (15 marks
per activity).
Students will also be assessed on their analysis (15 marks) and evaluation (10 marks) of
performance to bring about improvement in one activity. This written piece of coursework
makes up 10% of their overall grade.
Theory (60%)
Two 75 minute papers, which will include a mixture of short answer, multiple choice, and
extended answer questions.
Paper one focuses on the following content: applied anatomy and physiology:
 movement analysis;
 Physical training;
 use of data.
Paper two focuses on the following content
 sports psychology;
 socio-cultural influences;
 health, fitness and well-being;
 use of data.
What this course can lead to:
This course is ideal if you have a particular interest in Sport and Physical Education, and is
also an ideal foundation for those considering A Level PE, Level 3 Sports Courses, Leisure and
Recreation and/or a career related to health, sport, recreation or leisure.
For further information, please contact:Miss A Auton – Leader of Department
or see http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582

OCR

Sports Studies (Cambridge Nationals)

Qualification Title:
Number:

OCR Cambridge Nationals in Sports Studies
J803, J813
Are you?

a lover of physical activity or someone who
appreciates the need for a healthy lifestyle?

hoping to develop a range of transferable skills
through practical means?

more successful when assessed through
assignments?

an all-round sports enthusiast as opposed to a
specialist in a single sport?

possibly considering a career in leisure, sport or
outdoor adventure?

If you answered ‘yes’ to the above, then the Sports Studies course could be for you!
The Level Two Certificate in Sports Studies: equivalent to one GCSE;
 graded at Level 2 Pass (grade 4/5), Level 2 Merit (grade 6), Level 2 Distinction (grade 7),
Level 2 Distinction* (grade 8), Level 1 (grade 1 – 3) and Unclassified;
 25% of the qualification is assessed via a written examination. OCR sets and marks
these assessments. This is a 60 mark paper on Contemporary Issues in Sport;
 enables learners to understand the complexity of the different areas of sport and the
sports industry;
 enables learners to apply their theoretical knowledge into practical situations;
 gives learners the opportunity to develop and apply skills in English and Mathematics
in naturally occurring situations.
The qualification has been developed to: to be a vocationally relevant qualification that is engaging, practically orientated and
has an inspiring approach to learning and assessment;
 gear each unit towards industrial requirements;
 enable progression on to higher level vocational qualifications such as A Level
Physical Education;
 give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills
and attributes essential for successful future.
How will I be assessed?
The assessment approach for this award allows learners to receive feedback on their
progress throughout the course, enabling them to reach their full potential. 25% of the work
is assessed externally through a written examination paper which can be re-sat if required.
The remaining 75% is assessed through assignment based projects.
R051: Contemporary Issues in Sport
In this unit you will study a broad range of issues that affect sport in our society. You will
compare both positive and negative factors and evaluate their implications.

R052: Developing Sports Skills
In this unit you will work with the rules, regulations and scoring systems for selected sports.
You will practically demonstrate skills, techniques and tactics, and start to review sports
performance.
R053: Sports Leadership
This unit introduces you to sports leadership, enabling you to start on the ladder of leadership
and coaching through delivering components of sports sessions and whole activity sessions.
Final additional unit will be selected from the following: R054 Sport and Media
 R055 Working in the Sports Industry
 R056 Developing Skills and Knowledge in Outdoor Activities
For further information, please contact:Miss A Auton – Leader of Department
or see www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals-sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813

Separate
Separate (Triple)
(Triple) Science
Science GCSEs
GCSEs
Examination Board:
OCR Separate Science:Biology A, Chemistry A, Physics A
Course content
Full course details, including topic level content, can be found at:http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-gateway-science-suite-biology-a-j247-from2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-gateway-science-suite-chemistry-a-j248-from2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-gateway-science-suite-physics-a-j249-from2016/
This course is suitable for students who are on Route 99 or 87 and have a passion for science.
Students will begin studying separate GCSEs in Biology, Physics and Chemistry at the
beginning of Year 9. This means that the students will get their ‘core’ Science lessons (nine
per fortnight) plus further ‘option’ lessons every week. Over three years of study this will lead
to an equal amount of time for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. These are demanding
courses and are excellent preparation for studying all A Level science subjects and for those
considering a career within science. Embedded throughout each topic are opportunities
for students to develop their practical skills which will also be assessed in the external written
exams at the end of Year 11. Students are required to sit six exams (lasting 1 hour 45 minutes
each) at the end of Year 11 to determine their final grade – 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2
Physics.
Assessment for progress and homework
Throughout Years 9, 10 and 11 students will have mid-term and end of topic tests and a
mock examination according to the whole school calendar. In Years 9, 10 and 11 students
will be set one piece of homework each fortnight for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The
type of task set will vary and will aim to help students develop scientific skills as well as
knowledge and understanding of the content.
Students are encouraged to purchase and regularly use Revision Guides matched to their
courses. These can be purchased using ParentPay and then collected from the Science
Office.
Students will be provided with a Kerboodle login which gives them access to the online
textbook and other resources that will supplement and help consolidate their learning away
from the classroom and encourages students to become more independent learners.
Templer 6th Form
Separate Sciences are excellent preparation for A Level Sciences providing the required
entry grade is achieved. Students can also apply for BTEC Applied Science which is
equivalent to one full A Level.
For further information, please contact:
Mr M Sims – Leader of Department

Complete the online KS4 Options Form by

Friday 8th February 2019

www.teignschool.org.uk
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Teign School
Pride through Success
KS4 Options preferences
To be completed with Parents/ Carers and returned by Friday 8th February 2019
You can complete this form online by typing this link into a web browser:
https://goo.gl/forms/7cz4XF6UJJAk2sZ03
Name:
Tutor group:
What are your career aspirations and ambitions (be as open and honest as you can). If you
do not know yet, do not panic this is fine; outline what you enjoy doing both in and out of
school and the sorts of areas that you are interested in:________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outline your plan for achieving your chosen career or, if you do not yet have a firm idea,
outline what you need to do in order to keep as many doors open to you:________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you aware of the routes available to you to achieve your career goals eg university,
further education, apprenticeship, work placements?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Your child will receive independent careers advice throughout the year based on current
interests and goals.
We will work hard so that your child will be able to do the options of their choice, with
guidance and advice from staff to ensure that are on the path to fulfil future aspirations.
This initial choice will help us determine the final option pools and we will endeavour to meet
the majority of students’ wishes. Please note this may not always be possible due to the
popularity of some subjects and staffing constraints.

Option Choices Commencing 2019
Student Name:

Tutor:

The core curriculum that everyone studies comprise of:
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Combined Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) - Counts as two GCSEs
Beliefs, Values and Citizenship
Core PE (non examined)
Due to the level of demand of the GCSE courses, we wish students to balance their
enjoyment of learning with balancing the challenge of the curriculum. The majority of
students will be entered for nine GCSEs, with some possibly studying ten if they complete a
GCSE in Religious Education.
Students selecting Computer Science or Triple Science are required to be on route 99 or
route 87
Option 1

Option 2

Open Option 3 and 4

History
or
Geography

French
or
Spanish

Art
Business Studies
Computer science
Creative iMedia
Design and Technology
Drama
Food and Nutrition
Geography
History
Land Based Studies
Music
PE
Photography
Sports Studies
Triple Science Option

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4

Reserve Option

Please complete the online form by Friday 8th February 2019

