
teign times 
 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

 

It is always a delight to see the first snowdrops appear and the days to slowly get longer. It is staggering 

to remember that this time last year the country was in national lockdown and the majority of our 

students having to access education remotely from home. It is wonderful to have all our students on site 

every day and for them to share their educational journey together.  

 

As always at Teign School, there has been much going on. We had an incredibly successful Enrichment 

Day in January with a focus on Careers. For the first time in two years we were able to welcome outside 

visitors into school to support and facilitate sessions with the children. It was wonderful to receive the 

feedback we did from those working with our children. Some comments that were fed back to me at 

the end of the day included: 

 

‘The children were brilliant – they are so polite’ 

‘The kids are a credit to you- I thoroughly enjoyed the day – thank you for inviting me in’ 

‘This is a very special school, when you walk around you can feel the culture is so good- children held doors open and said hello 

literally all day- they were fantastic and so polite’ 

‘We are looking forward to the next event when we can come back and see you again’ 

‘Year 11s were so good and took the interviews so seriously- they were well prepared. I really loved doing them’ 

 ‘The manners and attitude of the kids were first rate, they showed great confidence to take risks when suggesting answers alongside 

ownership of discussion activities. I look forward to the upcoming careers fair and would relish the opportunity to work with your staff 

and students in the future.’ 

Teign School is a Rights Respecting School - As you know we are on our Rights Respecting Schools Journey towards the gold award. 

This week we have had tutorials on kindness and students have looked at article 2 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

the Child: 

Article 2:  Children should be protected from discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any 

other status, whatever their family background 

We will continue to educate and promote respect, tolerance and kindness in all aspects of your child’s education and time at Teign 

School. Our student council and antibullying ambassadors are playing an ever increasing role in how we promote this message. I ask 

our families to talk to their children about the assemblies and tutorials they have had in their area to reinforce the messages at 

home.  

The children and staff have much to be proud of. We are a school where being at the centre of the community, having the best 

mindset, celebrating achievement of each other and getting ready for the world is central to our values and ethos. Please thank 

your child for doing their best every day! 

Upcoming dates for your diaries: 

• February 7th Year 11 PPE examinations begin 

• February 21st– 25th Half term 

• March 2nd Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening 

• March 4th World Book Day 

• March 7th Assessment Week for years 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13 

• Monday 14th March- INSET day 

• Thursday 17th March Year 10 Parents Evening 

• Monday 21st March Careers Fair 

• Friday 8th April last day of Spring term  

 
As always, please get in touch with us if you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s education.  

 

With best wishes 

 

 

 

 

Suzannah Wharf 



 

CLUBS 

WORLD BOOK DAY COMPETITIONS 

On Thursday March 3rd , Teign School will be 

celebrating the 25th ever World Book Day! Lots of 

plans are currently being made but we thought the 

more creative students, from any year group, may 

like to plan ahead for the lunchtime competitions we 

have agreed to run on the day.  

The first of these is a book character costume 

competition. Students will be in normal school 

uniform for lessons that day but are invited to 

change to come to the library in costume at lunchtime where they can be judged, if they like, with the chance to win 

Amazon vouchers and chocolate prizes. Hopefully this heads up will allow children to get creative with as many 

homemade props as possible (please do not spend a lot of money on this – we just want it to be a bit of fun). 

The second competition involves decorating a toilet roll tube as a book character! We ran this last year in lockdown and 

the students sent in some wonderful pictures of their creations. This year it will be great to display their tube people in the 

library. Students who make the best characters, will also receive voucher and chocolate prizes. 

Attached are pictures from other World Book Days that can be used as inspiration! 

Contact Mrs Halse (Librarian) via email Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk if you have any queries. 

mailto:Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk


 

STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE 

SCIENCE CLUB 
 

This term Science Club have been sharing their own scientific discoveries and 

collections with the rest of the group in a Science show and tell. Contributions 

ranged from incredible fossils, beautiful crystals, plants, single celled organisms 

and photos of pets. 

 

Science Club are now preparing for 

Science week and the theme this 

year is growth. Students have lots of 

great ideas relating to this year’s 

theme and last week saw some 

keen students planting seeds ready 

to film the germination process.  

Student council reps from Year 7-13 

shared the findings from recent council 

meetings with SLT in January. They all 

spoke brilliantly and represented the 

voice of the student body incredibly 

well. Many points were discussed 

including homework and sixth form 

facilities.  

 

The next big plan for student council is 

to collaborate across year groups and put on a fundraiser for Edukid. 

Discussions are already underway so watch this space!  



 

Answer 

Congratulations to Amber W in 

7D who guessed we had loaned 

out 2,350 books in the autumn 

term.  

 

 

 

The correct answer was 2,283 so 

Amber was the closest! 



 

FOOD TECH 
 This term general practical skills including dough making, accurate weighing and measurement and understanding of cake making 

methods, pastry making and sauce making have been developed to make a variety of foods! We have included some fantastic examples 

of our students work! 

We’d also love to give a shout out to all key stage 3 students who have worked so hard this term– you’re all amazing! 

A  special mention for chefs of the rotation: 

• Year 7 -   Eadie E and  Ruby L 

• Year 8 - Zed R and Zara B 

• Year 9 - Joshua E and Harry R 

 



 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 BVC 

 

TEIGN SPACE AGENCY 

Students in Year 7 are currently learning all about the 

religion of Sikhism and produced some super work on 

the 3 Golden Rules/Pillars that Sikhs should all follow. 

Submit your ideas to the BBC and 

you could be working wih Britain’s 

top journalist as they help you to 

get your story out there, for all the 

world to hear. 

See Miss Kent in K3 for more details 

and go to the website to find out 

more: www.bbc.co.uk/teach/

young-reporter 

 



SPARX UPDATE 
Congratulations to the following Sparx students who have gained the highest number 

of points for their Maths classwork and homework since September!  

Year 7 :   Thomas D, Archie P, Olivia P, Andrew L, Eadie E 

Year 8  :   Madison B-A, Emilly R, William P, Felix S-J, Aimee S 

Year 9 :    Summer W, Carys B, Phoebe W, Maya F, Alannah B 

Year 10 :  Mallika W, Erin N, Madeleine K, Madi F, Kiera E 

Year 11 :   Emily M, Alfie W, Emelia S, Kody Y, Lilia C 



 

A PLEA FROM PHOTOGRAPHY 

FREYA COMPLETES LIBRARY TRAINING 

 

Well done to Year 8 Freya E who has just 

completed the Library Apprentice 

Training Programme and is now a fully 

fledged Student Librarian. Around 40 

students from years 7-13 are actively 

volunteering at the moment – thanks to 

these students for giving up their time. 

Any students from any year group who 

are interested in assisting in the library 

can speak to Mrs Halse about the 

opportunities on offer. 



Thank you to everyone on stage and backstage for all your hard work! There is so much 

talent at Teign School and you the below the audiences away. You are all amazing and 

we are extremely proud of you all! 

- The Performing Arts Department 



TEN TORS 

 

The walks are getting longer, but the weather isn't always better. We have had two great 

walks so far this month. Our last walk was under a gun-metal sky: a grey silk blanket with 

occasional bursts of sun yet bitterly cold. The first walk this January was a deluge. Water 

falling in great sheets from the sky and a boggy mess under foot. Dartmoor, what a 

fabulous place to take a walk. Our students were amazing: resilient, focused and 

determined.  

- Mr Bere 



Enrichment day    

Friday the 21st of January was our second Enrichment Day. Students had a carousel of activities, which included: 

Self-defence 

Students benefited from a fantastic session led by Peter, a qualified instructor from Martial Arts4Fun. More information 

about Peter’s classes can be found below.   

Cooking 

Students learnt how to make a pasta bake on a budget. 

The Yes Centre 

Students discussed key aspects of healthy relationships with advisors 

from the YES centre. 

 

Interview technique and Post-18 options talk delivered by the 

University of South Wales. 

Heather from the University of South Wales talked to students about 

higher education, the UCAS process, responding to offers, impressing 

at interviews and transitioning to higher education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal skills and mindfulness  

Students spent some time reflecting on the necessary skills they are developing for the work place, as well as strategies for 

dealing with stressful situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter & Shawna from Martial Arts4Fun would like to 

thank Evie Diamond and the support staff at Teign 

School for inviting us to present 5 x 1hour self-defence 

sessions on the Sixth Form Enrichment Day. 

Martial arts & self defence is something we are both 

passionate about and it was a delight to teach such a 

receptive group of students.  

MartialArts4Fun is a family run club, teaching Tae Kwon 

Do, Self Defence, Fitness Tae Kwon Do and children's 

Tiger Fit Club classes.  
 

We have been providing classes throughout Teignbridge 

since 1994. 
 

The clubs are run by Peter and Gill O'Neill - who first 

attended Tae Kwon Do lessons as a way of getting fit 

and learning new skills together. Their two sons joined 

in from a young age and continue to teach lessons to 

this day. 

Their aim is to create a fun & friendly atmosphere for all 

ages & abilities. 

The activities we offer are perfect for individuals and 

families, with classes suitable for parents and children to 

train alongside each other. 
 

As well as teaching the skills needed to work towards 

Black Belt, they also teach life skills to younger mem-

bers and promote fitness and positive mental health 

in our adult members. 

 

There really is something for everyone. 
 

If you would like to know more, please visit our website 

- https://martialarts4fun.co.uk/ or speak to Peter on 

0771 8750390. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Tabitha Whitfield 

On the 26th December Tabitha shaved her head and raised an incredible £750 for EduKid. 

EduKid is a Christian UK registered charity that helps to remove the barriers to education 

faced by children living in poverty and conflict. The money Tabitha raised will make a huge 

difference to children’s education.  
 

Sport for the Sixth Form 

It was great to see so many students attending Sixth Form football training. They will be 

involved in a cup match soon – good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University talks 

This term both Year 12 and Year 13 students have benefited from talks about university life, 

student finance and interview skills from Exeter University, Falmouth University and the 

University of South Wales.  

Exeter University also held an informative Parent Information evening about student 

finances.  

 

 

 

 

 



SPORTS NEWS 

 

Congratulations to Amelia  G in Year 9 who won the 13-14 year 

old female category at the Southwest BMX Championships in 

November, with 3 moto wins and a win in the final. A clean 

sweep! She also took a well deserved 3rd place overall in the 

female 15 - 16 year old category of the South West Regional BMX 

Series.  

This was tough for her as she was the youngest by a long way, 

being only 13 when the season started. 

This was made increasingly harder for her during some races, as 

she was also put up against 17 and 19 year olds. Following 

Amelia’s success this year at a National level (5th in the HSBC 

National Series and 5th in The British Championships), Amelia has again secured a spot 

to represent Team GBR this time at the 2022 BMX World Championships in Nantes, 

France! What a superstar! Well done Amelia! 

TAEKWONDO 

Last year Wilf R in Year 11 attended a black belt grading for Taekwondo at East 

Grinstead on request of his instructor Master Millis. Not only was he granted his black 

belt, but came first overall in his group of 18! 

This led to his first UK open at Guildford, where he won gold in sparring and a bronze in 

his patterns.  

 

Wilf is now set to compete for his country in the spring in 

Croatia.  

 

This is such a fantastic achievement, we are so excited to 

hear all about the competition and wish Wilf the best of 

luck! 

 



SPORTS NEWS 

 
DAY CLUB STAFF 

MONDAY Yr7 & 8 Boys Football Club 

Netball All Years 

NCR MWA (HDU 6th Former) 

Sam (External) 

TUESDAY Girls Rugby All Years 

Yr9 Fitness 

KWY NWE + External NARFC 

TME ACR 

WEDNESDAY GCSE Practical Prep 

Girls Football All Years 

TME 

TCH NWE 

THURSDAY Yr9, 10 11 & 12 Boys Football 

Sports Leaders 

TCH ACR FBE 

TME 

FRIDAY GCSE PRACTICAL INTERVENTION INVITE ONLY TCH 

YEAR 11 FOOTBALL TEAM EXTRA-TIME DRAMA!  

The Year 11 boys took the long journey to Colyton for their cup fixture. The game started and it was a 

very even start to the game, with both teams enjoy possession of the ball and threatening each 

other’s goals. Dylan C opened the scoring with a strong finish from a rebound, almost a top corner 

finish! Teign started to take hold of the game and the boys were playing well. A corner late on in the 

first half saw Aiden B rise the highest and head the back across goal into the corner, with the keeper 

only admiring. Half time and Teign were 2 up.... The second half started, and Colyton had raised the 

intensity and with less than 10 minutes played had found themselves level 2-2 and Teign had a game 

on their hands to regain control of this match. Cameron D notched a header from a corner to give 

Teign the lead again. But Colyton came back, and their player secured a hat-trick to make it 3-3. The 

daylight was fading, and the mist was coming in over the hills of Colyton, Teign pressed in the latter 

stages and another great header from Cameron D struck the underside of the crossbar, the Teign 

players are celebrating and convinced a goal was scored, the referee's whistle never came, and 

game continued. Into extra time we headed, and the cruel nature of sports, football struck, Teign 

conceded direct from a corner and for the first time found themselves behind in the match and that 

is how it stayed. 4-3 to Colyton, an epic game for the neutral but not the result Teign wanted.  

 

Team - Toby H, Will H, Max B, Calum W, Robbie D, Dylan C, Alfie W, Sam A, Josh L, Cameron D, Aiden 

B, Alfie T, Ollie H, Noah S, Albert D. 

 

Mr Mercy took the team down to Colyton and was incredibly proud of the boys, it has been my 

privilege to take this group of boys to their football fixtures over their years at Teign and is always a 

moment I savour when they are finally in Year 11 and playing their last school games. I hope they 

have enjoyed the moments their school football has brought them as much as I have enjoyed 

supporting.  

 

Shoutout - Mr Mercy's 7T3 & 7R3 PE classes - I just wanted to reiterate how impressed I was with your 

efforts in our fitness lesson this week, when we complete an interval session of sprinting. Both classes 

pushed themselves physically and it was great to seem going beyond their comfort zones to see 

actually how far they can push themselves physically! You are all superstars!!  


