
teign times 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  

 

As you can see from this December Newsletter, the school continues to be a 

busy, thriving place right up until the end of term.  Although we have been 

impacted by Covid through staff and student absence, we are delighted with 

how the school community has been supporting one another. Compared to this 

time last year we are finishing term with clubs running, sports fixtures taking place, music concert, our 

school production of Matilda being able to proceed and numerous charitable fund raising events 

happening including a collection for HITs and a collection for Edukid and Ugandaid – our school 

charities of sponsoring students in Uganda.   

 

One of the many strengths of the school is how the students support one another and their 

commitment to being the best version of themselves. They all have much to be proud of this term and 

how the vast, vast majority of the students conduct themselves in terms of their learning and attitude to 

having the best mindset is simply superb. A huge well done from me! 

 

Looking forward to next term I have include some of the key dates for you: 

 

• January 4th Spring Term begins (A week) 

• January 6th - Open Event for Year 7 & 8 parents  

• January 10th Year 12 and 13 Mock Examinations this week 

• January 13th Year 9 Parents Options Information Evening and Parents Evening 

• January 21st Curriculum Enrichment Day for Years 7-13 

• January 27th Celebration Evening for the Class of 2021 (last year’s Year 11) 

• February 3rd Year 8 Parent’s Evening 

• February 7th Year 11 PPE examinations begin 

• February 21st - 25th Half Term 

• March 3rd World Book Day  

• March 7th to 11th Year 10 PPEs  

• March 7th Assessment Week for Years 7, 8, 9, 12, 13 

• Monday 14th March - INSET day 

• Thursday 17th March Year 10 Parents Evening 

• Monday 21st March Careers Fair 

• Friday 8th April last day of Spring term  

 

As always please do not hesitate to get in touch with us if you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s 

education or wellbeing.  

 

Thank you for all your fantastic support. I wish all our families a wonderful, restful and happy Christmas 

break and look forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday 4th January. 

 

Suzannah Wharf 



 

In the last term, how many books do you think the Library has 

hired out to students? 

 

The student who submits the correct or closest answer will win a box of 

chocolates! 

 

Please email your answers to: joanne.halse@teignschool.org.uk 

 

Correct answer will be published in our January edition! 

 
 

At Teign we have had the amazing 

opportunity to help put on our first 

concert in two years due to COVID-19!  

We are five Year 11 students studying 

BTEC Music and as part of our 

coursework we have to organise a 

concert. This has been a great way to 

show off the highly varied musical 

talent of many students, and even 

included a few songs performed by our 

sixth form BTEC students. It was such a 

good time and the atmosphere 

between performers and the audience 

of parents (and even some teachers!) 

was truly magical. To have some of that 

normality again was refreshing and much-needed. Of course it was all possible because 

of the support of staff at Teign so many thanks to Mrs Epps and our group of technicians 

led by Mr Spicer.  

- Imogen, Emily, Emmie, Seren, Olivia 

OUR MUSIC CONCERT            



 

READING MILLIONAIRES 

 

TO THE CAST OF MATILDA 

 

STUDENTS GET CREATIVE WITH 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS 

 

 

Every Thursday lunch time, the library runs 

the ‘Zen Zone’ (a relaxing session with 

peaceful music playing and a quiet 

activities). In the run up to Christmas, we 

have been making use of old tatty books 

by turning them into Christmas trees! The 

photo attached shows the students getting 

creative this December in front of our 

‘open fire’! 

Congratulations to the ten students in Years 7 and 8 

who have already become Reading Millionaires 

(read over 1 million words since September). This is an 

exceptional feat. The students are: 

 

• Year 8: Grace G, Bethany P & Josh B 

• Year 7: Olivia P, Lilia O, Rhys H, Isabella K-H, Leo 

P, Elise K and Ava P. 

 

These students will receive a certificate, epraise 

points and a gold star badge to wear on their 

blazers. 

 

The Accelerated Reader programme allows staff to 

monitor how much reading (and quizzing) students 

have been doing towards their individual targets. 

Parents/guardians can also login using the Home 

Connect link being send home with students in a 

letter by the end of term. 

Mrs Halse 

Mr and Mrs Churchill would like to thank the entire 

cast of Matilda– you have all worked so incredibly 

hard, and have such amazing talent! You should all 

be very proud of yourselves as we are of you! We wish you all a lovely 

Christmas and enjoy the holidays! 

FULL WRITE UP AND PHOTOS IN NEXT EDITION…. 



 

 

CREATIVE WRITING CLUB 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Above is just a small selection of dishes made during this term.   We are very 

pleased with the high level of skills and knowledge that is continuing to 

develop in this subject.  Enjoy your Break. 

Thank you and well done to all the creative writers who have been attending club this 

term.  It's been fantastic to hear your incredibly imaginative ideas. Thank you also to 

Jasmine F in Year 13 who has been supporting us. 

No club in the last week of term, due to the short day on Thursday - but do pop in for 

some chocolate goodies if you have time one lunchtime! 

 

Here's a writing challenge for the whole school to get involved in:  

Write a story entitled: The Case of the Peculiar Christmas Pudding 

 

Happy Christmas! 

- Miss Kent 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY READING VOLUNTEERS 

In normal times (for over 

four years), Teign School 

students have benefitted 

from members of our 

community giving their 

time to listen to our 

younger students read 

during their reading 

lessons. We currently 

have some spaces for 

new people to join our team; working in a 

supervised environment with students 

selected by teaching staff in our school 

library. Volunteers do need to apply 

formally and carry out an enhanced DBS/

police check (paid for by the school). 

 

If you are interested and could give us an 

hour or more of your time each week, 

then please get in touch with Jo Halse 

( L i b ra ry  Manager )  v i a  emai l 

Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk or call 

her on 01626 883381 during term time to 

find out more. You don’t have to be 

connected with Teign School to get 

involved with helping our young people. 

Many of our current volunteers are retired 

and live locally or are gaining experience 

of working with young people with a view 

to finding paid work in schools in the 

future.  

 

Feedback from our volunteers suggests 

the work is very rewarding as you are 

helping students improve an essential life 

skill needed for success now and in the 

future. 

 

FARM CLUB 

Science Club have been busy making snow 

scenes in the run up to Christmas, using the 

process of crystallisation.  

 

We are so proud of every member of Science 

club, whether you have popped in once or join 

us regularly, your enthusiasm for the subject is 

fantastic. In particular we are so grateful to our 

Year 11 and Sixth form leaders for all your help- 

we couldn’t run the club without your support.  

 

Remember to bring your Science ‘show and tell’ 

in on the first Tuesday back after Christmas - 

lunchtime in SC4. New members are always 

welcome.  

 

Have a super Christmas everyone!  

-Mrs Cornish, Mrs Scoble and Mrs Harvey 

mailto:Joanne.Halse@teignschool.org.uk


eLibrary 
Teign School is lucky to have an eLibrary of around 2,000 books mainly aimed at students who like to 

read at home or are off school are ill/isolating. This wonderful resource allows any students with a 

school email address to login to a FREE app on mobile devices or alternatively read on computers/

PCs. The book choice is mainly fiction but there are some excellent non-fiction books covering topic 

such as well-being and various hobbies. All titles are free to loan and after a 2 week period simply 

drop back into the school’s library. Details on how students can access the eLibrary (called 

‘ePlatform by Wheelers’) can be found in the instructions later in this newsletter. 

Year 7 and 8 students on the Accelerated Reader programme are expected to read print books in 

Drop & Read and in reading lessons. The eLibrary offers an additional choice for students when at 

home and is available 24 hours a day and throughout the holidays. Many books are on Accelerated 

Reader so may be quizzed as part of the programme we run. 

If you have any questions about Accelerated Reader or our ePlatform please contact Mrs Halse at 

joanne.halse@teignschool.org.uk in term time. 

mailto:joanne.halse@teignschool.org.uk


 

CHEMIS-TREE 
Merry Christmas from the Science Department!!!  

 

We hope you all have a brilliant Christmas break and 

we look forward to teaching you all again next term.  

 

We are glad you enjoyed Mr Lethardy’s version of a 

Christmas tree– the Chemis-TREE! 

Students were asked to create a 

model of the structure of the Earth. 

Holl’s B has produced a fantastic 

model out of lego, which clearly 

displays the crust, mantle, outer core 

and inner core. I am super impressed 

with all of the time and effort Holl’s 

has put into creating such an 

impressive piece of homework, in 

addition to her continued work in 

science lessons. 

- Miss Tyler 

HOLL’S LEGO MASTERPIECE 

 

9B ADOPT A TIGER 
 
This year, the lovely students of 9B have 

decided that, instead of doing a Secret 

Santa, that they would like to adopt an 

animal through the World Wildlife Fund. 

As a class, the students have voted and 

have decided to adopt a tiger.  

 

Students have donated £1 each and 

their donations will help WWF's campaign 

to save endangered animals. 9B's 

contributions will help fund projects to 

work with local communities to monitor 

tiger movements, reduce poaching and 

help people to realise benefits from living 

in close proximity to wild tigers - they also 

support vital work around the world. 

-Miss Davis 



STUDENT COUNCIL 
 

This week student council have been leading assemblies to promote 

Charity Week. They spoke so clearly in front of different year groups 

explaining more about the school charity Edukid and reminding 

student about collecting food for HITs.  

MATHS UPDATE 

 

Well done to all students as we have all made an amazing achievement with completing homework. On average 97% of 

students are completing homework which is an amazing achievement!  Homework on SPARX includes continual revision of 

previous topics as we know this will result in higher grades at GCSE.   

The maths team would like to wish all parents and students a Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year.   



 

 

Highest Point Scores in SPARX 

Top five students in each year group  

YEAR 
7 

YEAR 

8 

YEAR 
9 

YEAR 
10 

YEAR 
11 

Thomas D 

22067 

Madison B

-A 76268 

Summer 

W 120082 

Erin M    

71995 

 Alfie W 

55760 

Olivia P 

21790 

William P 

46617 

Carys B 

97818 

Erin N      

67857 

Emily M 

55588 

Eadie E   

16255 

Felix S-J  

41540 

Alannah B 

54913 

Madeleine K 

64314 

Emilia S 

51472 

Evie S    

11720 

Olivia P  

39552 

George F 

51986 

Chloe S   

60475 

Kody Y 

48677 

Alfie H    

11356 

Alicia V   

37603 

Jack C  

50877 

Mallika W 

59761 

Lilia C 

46334 

MATHS UPDATE 

Year 11 Geography advent calendar 

challenge, deadline 7th January 

2022; every entry gets a chocolate 

selection box and a raffle ticket- for a 

chance to win Love to shop 

vouchers.  

WHAT’S THE POINT OF MATHS? 



TECHNOLOGY 



 

STEM LAUNCH 

STEM launch 

Thursday 25th November saw the STEM launch event 

at Teign School. This event marks the beginning of a 

formal two-year collaboration between Teign, five 

other local secondary schools and local businesses to 

raise student awareness of STEM (Science, 

technology, engineering and Maths) careers and 

academic pathways. Teign school’s Science 

ambassadors, farm ambassadors, prefects and 

student council reporters all worked together to help 

make this event a real success.  

Report by student council journalists 

SC6 was full of colourful displays showing some of the 

activities students have been part of this term. These 

displays included hands on experiments and 

information about Abbrook farm, Science club’s 

wizard school, LBGTQ STEM day, the Cansat project 

and Space club. 

Quotes from guests: 

‘ This is an excellent launch and a fantastic facility. It 

has been really interesting meeting STEM clubs 

members and the students are great at showcasing 

their achievements at Teign’. 

‘ This is the start of a fantastic partnership which will 

make such a difference not just to Teign School but 

across many schools’. 

Quotes from the student ambassadors:  

‘Science is fun’, ‘Science means 

discovering new things about the 

world’, It’s exciting you never know 

what is going to happen’, Science is 

everything, it is so interesting and 

gives you a good education’. 



 

 

 

ENRICHMENT DAY 

Wednesday the 8th of December was the first of our Enrichment Days. 

Students had a carousal of activities that included: careers decisions; 

finance advice from Next Steps South West; a talk by visitors from South Devon College; philosophy and 

ethics; alcohol and decision making and the impact of pornography talk. Our visiting guests said the 

students were ‘a credit to the school’ and students reflected on the benefit of the sessions.  

 

TABITHA W 

I am shaving my head on the 26th December to raise money for a charity 

which gives primary, secondary and university education to the most 

disadvantaged children and offers psychological support. This means a lot 

to me because I believe education is very important and that all children 

deserve the same opportunities to succeed, especially if they are in more disadvantaged situations.   

 

To sponsor Tabitha, please visit this link:  

https://gofund.me/1e5fcae3 
 

A CHRISTMAS THANK YOU 

 

The Sixth Form team would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and thank you for all your support over 

the last term. We look forward to 2022 in The Sixth Form! 

GEOGRAPHY UPDATE 

Year 7 students have been undertaking a simulation exercise; building 

favelas out of limited materials and numerous obstacles in their path, 

including earthquakes and electricity blackouts! Students were able to 

sympathise with urban populations living in slums in Brazil (photos 

above)  

 

https://gofund.me/1e5fcae3


SPORTS NEWS 

 

A massive well done to Emily in Year 10. These photos show Emily’s 

latest achievement at the P. U. M. A British championships.  

 

She competed in a sparing event and walked away with the gold! 

Emily focused and trained hard to gain the result she wanted.  

 

Earlier this year Emily was given the chance to also try out for the 

Olympic taekwondo team. She travelled to Manchester and got the 

opportunity to look at fight in the GB Olympic taekwondo gym, she 

went up against a European champion and she is still being watched 

closely by the Olympic trainers! 

 

Well done Emily– what a fantastic achievement! 



SPORTS NEWS 

 

Teign School played excellent matches against seven different schools; we won three, lost three and 

drew with a score of 2 all. We all worked really well as a team although we could all pick up on a few 

things to improve, for example, footwork and slowing the game down. Throughout the matches, it 

felt like we were rushing, and being able to take down the pace would probably help us in future 

matches. We all did great defending, attacking and shooting which impacted positively on our 

results. Also, as a team, we were good at supporting, encouraging and giving a compliment where 

it’s needed to our teammates even when it got hard. 

Overall, we did a good job as we came out with great scores and room for improvement for next 

time.   

-By Amber H 

2 of our Year 8 netball teams did brilliantly in their tournament this week. 1 team came 

1st & the other team came 3rd. There were some exceptional performances despite the 

freezing cold conditions.  



Congratulations to Maya F in Year 9 who won the Devon County Council 

Christmas Card Competition open to all schools! The winner was selected by 

Councillor John Hart to be his official Christmas Card. 

All our staff would like to wish our parents, 
carers and students a truly wonderful Christmas, 
and we look forward to seeing you all in the New 

Year! 


