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5 January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Year 11 and Year 13 

 

As I am sure you are now aware the national lockdown, announced by the 

Government last night, expects schools to be closed until at least February half term. 

 

As part of the announcement the Government has also made the decision to cancel 

the examinations this summer.  The Department for Education will announce, in due 

course, the system for awarding grades for GCSEs, A Levels and BTEC qualifications.  

Final grades are highly likely to be based on Centre Assessment Grades (CAGs) 

generated by your child’s teachers based on the work they have already generated 

and will continue to do so over the next five months. 

 

I realise that the decision to cancel examinations will be distressing for so many of our 

students who have been working tirelessly towards examinations, particularly after the 

disruption during Year 10.  We are so proud of our students for the way they returned 

this year and how they have tackled the demands of Year 11. 

 

I must stress now the importance of engagement with lessons over the next few 

months.  We will not determine a student’s performance on one piece of work alone.  

For example, a disappointing PPE result in October will not determine a final 

assessment grade.  I must stress, however, that if your child is not engaged with their 

lessons over the next five months then we will have to use the final assessment we 

have of them from the Autumn Term as a guide to the grade.  I therefore cannot stress 

enough the importance of attendance to online lessons and completion of work set 

over the next five months. 

 

Please can I also emphasise about the importance of a structured routine to the day 

and the impact it has on positive mental health.  We will continue with our Year 11 

and 13 curriculums as planned over the next five months. 

 

At this stage, it is my intention to hold our second set of PPEs later this term, once the 

students return to full time education in school.  We will use progress between the last 

PPE papers and the next ones as guidance for progress alongside all other work and 

assessments completed over the next five months. 

 

Mr Wagner, Head of Year 11, and Mrs Walker and Mrs Wills Heads of Post 16, will 

schedule assemblies and meetings for the students in due course to reiterate our 

guidance and direction. 

 

In terms of students sitting vocational examinations over the next two weeks these will 

continue as planned. 
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I would like to remind parents and carers that we are here if you need our help or 

support in anyway. There is a vast array of organisations that are available to us that 

we can help signpost you to if needed. You can ring the school during normal opening 

hours on 01626 366969 or you can email admin@teignschool.org.uk and a message 

will be sent to the relevant member of staff to get in touch with you. All staff email 

addresses are available on our website. 

 

If you are having any issue with access to Microsoft Teams then please ring 01626 

366969 and then dial 9.  

 

Health, wellbeing and online safety 

All our students have access to our Student Support pages via their school email 

account. I would encourage parents to ask their child to show them these pages as 

they contain lots of links to organisations than can offer advice and guidance.  In 

terms of online safety, it is really important that families are aware of their children’s 

online profiles and settings.  Unfortunately, there are individuals who will seek to access 

young people through the internet and social media.  If you require additional help 

then contact us.  

 

Additional advice and guidance about online safety can be found through 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

 

Safeguarding contacts 

All our students have these contacts but I thought it might be worth resharing with you: 

Mr A Goodwin - Designated Safeguarding Lead 

andy.goodwin@teignschool.org.uk / 01626 366969 ext 1503 

Mrs S Battershall - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead  

sam.battershall@teignschool.org.uk   

MASH Devon County Council Safeguarding Hub  

mashsecure@devon.gov.uk / 0345 155 107 

MASH Outside of office hours contact Emergency Duty Team - 0845 6000 388 

Childline - 0800 1111 / www.childline.org.uk 

KOOTH - www.kooth.com 

SHOUT/ Crisis Text Line - free text 85258 

Police 999 (emergency) / 101 

 

As always, I send out my heartfelt thanks to you all for your support during this 

challenging time. 

 

With Best Wishes 

 

 
 

Suzannah Wharf 

Headteacher 
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