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5th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Updated arrangements following the school closure announcement on 4 January 

2021 

 

Let me start by thanking you for your support as we face the unprecedented 

challenge of another national lockdown which looks likely to continue until the middle 

of February.  Following the announcement from Boris Johnson, Prime Minister, on 

Monday 4 January 2021, we are now being asked to provide remote education for 

all year groups until at least February half term.  This means that all year groups, 

including those in Years 11 and 13, will be asked to stay at home for the remainder of 

this half-term.  The summer exam season is now cancelled, although vocational 

examinations over the next few weeks will continue as planned.  I will be writing to the 

parents and carers of students in the examination year groups separately. 

 

The exceptions are children of keyworkers and those children deemed ‘vulnerable’ 

who will be able to attend school.  All students who attend school will need to do so 

in full school uniform / PE kit.  If you are a parent or carer who is also a keyworker and 

you haven’t contacted us already about provision in school, then please email 

admin@teignschool.org.uk.  We are determined to do all we can as a school to 

continue to support the learning and wider needs of our children, and in particular to 

look out for the most vulnerable members of our school community. 

 

Information about Remote Learning  

 

We were delighted to have such a positive start to term yesterday with the vast 

majority of students accessing their virtual tutorial at 8.50am and then five virtual 

lessons remotely from home following their school timetable.  We are confident that 

this strategy is going to give our students the continuity and the highest quality 

education possible over the next few weeks, and access to the members of staff that 

the students need.  There is further information about our remote education provision 

on our website. 

 

Last term we did our utmost to gather information about the IT provision for every 

family.  If your child does not have a laptop or tablet at home and is not able to access 

education can you contact us at admin@teignschool.org.uk as a matter of urgency.  

 

The routines are: 

• Students will follow their normal timetable at home. 

• Students will be required to register their attendance remotely by logging into 

their tutor group teams meeting that will be in both their Microsoft Outlook and 

Teams calendar at the normal time of 8.50am with their tutor each morning. 
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• Teachers will schedule their lessons on Teams by 4pm the previous evening, 

inviting the class to attend the lesson. 

• All tasks will be on Teams and students should attend each lesson in ‘live’ time 

so staff can register their attendance, monitor their engagement and assess 

their learning. 

• Homework will be set on e-praise as usual. 

• We will not follow the Year 7 and 8 Drop and Read programme within lessons 

for this week but ask parents to ensure that their child reads for at least 30 

minutes a day.  

Teachers are undertaking the challenge of ‘blended’ learning which means they are 

supporting children who are physically in their classrooms and those who are 

attending virtually online.  At times the children will need to be reminded to be patient 

whilst waiting for assistance from their teachers.  

 

We expect all our students to engage in their education by ‘attending’ their tutorial 

every morning at 8.50am and all of their five lessons during the day.  

 

Seeking support and help if you need it 

I would like to remind parents and carers that we are here if you need our help or 

support in anyway.  There is a vast array of organisations that are available to us that 

we can help signpost you to if needed. You can ring the school during normal opening 

hours on 01626 366969 or you can email admin@teignschool.org.uk and a message 

will be sent to the relevant member of staff to get in touch with you.  All staff email 

addresses are available on our website. 

 

IT support can be accessed by our families and students any time by phoning the 

school number, 01626 366969 (school switchboard) and selecting option 9.  The team 

have been fantastic at getting IT problems resolved.  If you are having issues then 

please do contact us to let us know.  

 

Health, wellbeing and online safety 

All our students have access to our Student Support pages via their school email 

account.  I would encourage parents to ask their child to show them these pages as 

they contain lots of links to organisations than can offer advice and guidance.   In 

terms of online safety, it is really important that families are aware of their children’s 

online profiles and settings.  Unfortunately, there are individuals who will seek to access 

young people through the internet and social media.  If you require additional help 

then contact us.  

 

Additional advice and guidance about online safety can be found through 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

 

Safeguarding contacts 

 

All our students have these contacts but I thought it might be worth resharing with you: 

Mr A Goodwin - Designated Safeguarding Lead 

andy.goodwin@teignschool.org.uk / 01626 366969 ext 1503 

Mrs S Battershall - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead  

sam.battershall@teignschool.org.uk   
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MASH Devon County Council Safeguarding Hub – 

mashsecure@devon.gov.uk / 0345 155 107 

MASH Outside of office hours contact Emergency Duty Team - 0845 6000 388 

Childline - 0800 1111 / www.childline.org.uk 

KOOTH - www.kooth.com 

SHOUT/ Crisis Text Line - free text 85258 

Police 999 (emergency) / 101 

 

Arrangements for Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for free school meals and will be learning remotely from home, 

we will provide food boxes which you can pick up from the catering department at 

the school for this week only.  We are currently reviewing our approach around 

supporting families in receipt of Free School Meals and we will be in touch with you 

later in the week regarding arranges from Monday 11th January 2021.  

 

School Catering 

School catering will continue to be available as normal for all children attending 

school. 

 

As always, I send out my heartfelt thanks to you all for your support during this 

challenging time.  All things must pass, and we will return to normal schooling at some 

stage.  I am confident that we will be all the stronger for having weathered this storm 

together.  

 

I hope you and your family stay safe and well. 

 

With best wishes 

 

 
 

Suzannah Wharf 

Headteacher 
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